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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 


OUR RARER BIRDS. 
Field-studies of Some Rarer British Birds. By 
John Walpole-Bond. Pp. x+305. (London: 

Witherby and Co., 1914.) Price 7s. 6d. net. 

HE scope of the volume before us is well 
indicated by its title. Mr. Bond, indeed, 
keeps us from first to last in the open air observ- 
ing the habits of the birds and discovering the 
secrets of their nests. Now the author is at home 
in the south-east of England, now he visits well- 
loved haunts in Wales; or, again, he wanders 
further afield—to the wild coast of Ireland, to 
the fastnesses of the Central Highlands, or to the 
moors of Orkney. It is evident that Mr. Bond 
writes about no mere holiday excursions, but that 
he has been able to give much time to field 
ornithology, and has travelled far and _ wide 

throughout our islands in its pursuit. 

The birds which have been chosen for treatment 
do not all in like degree deserve the title “rare.” 
A few, indeed, are merely rather restricted 
in their distribution—either from natural cause. 
or owing to human persecution. But although 
the needless destruction of many of our most 
interesting birds comes in for just censure, there 
is a brighter side to the picture: the golden eagle 
is well protected in Scotland, our buzzard popula- 
tion is estimated at more than four hundred and 
fifty pairs; the raven and the peregrine hold their 
own in the remoter districts; the hobby is more 
numerous than is generally supposed; the de- 
crease of the chough is not attributed to human 
agencies; while the gadwall is an addition to our 
native avifauna. 

In these days of nature photography, very ex- 
cellent in its way, it is something of a relief to 
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find a bird-book that is able to stand on the merits 
of text alone. But at the same time we become 
more exacting as to literary form, and therein 
discover our author’s failing. The extraordinary 
number of parenthetical and other interpolated 
clauses gives a disjointed and inconsequent effect 
to a style already loose. One has the impression, 
indeed, that a horde of new details has been added 
at the last moment without any attempt at re- 
casting the sentences. This is a grave fault, for 
it does much to mar the reader’s pleasure while 
constantly “side-tracking”’ his interest. Never- 
theless, Mr. Bond has much to tell that few know, 
but that many will gladly learn. 


SCIENCE AND THE FARMER. 

(1) A Pilgrimage of British Farming, 1910-1912. 
By A. D. Hall. Reprinted by permission from 
the Times. Pp. xiii+452. (London: John 
Murray, 1913.) Price 5s. net. 

(2) Soils and Crops; With Soils Treated in Re- 
ference to Crop Production. By Prof. T. F. 
Hunt and Prof. C. W. Burkett. Pp. xiii+541. 
(New York: Orange Judd Co. ; London: Kegan 


Paul, Trench, Triibner and Co., 1913.) Price 
7s. 6d. net. 

(3) Manures and Fertilisers. By Prof. H. J. 
Wheeler. Pp. xxi+389. (New York: The 


Macmillan Company; London: Macmillan and 
Co., Ltd., 1913.) Price 7s. net. 
(1) “ i i see himself as others see him” is 
nowadays very much the fate of the 
man who lives in the country and gets his living 
by agriculture. He has only to open his morning 
paper to find some speech or article by some pro- 
minent person setting forth the good or bad con- 
ditions under which he and his labourers live, and 
propounding some remedy for the evils described. 
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Probably more has been written about the 
country during the last twelve months than about 
the cities, and there still continues a steady out- 
pour of material describing the state of British 
agriculture in general, and the conditions of life 
in the country in particular. It appears, therefore, 
that the city dweller is much interested in the 
subject, and apparently much of what is written 
appeals to him or the shrewd publisher would not 
publish it. The drawback of a good deal of it is, 
unfortunately, that the countryman rarely recog- 
nises the descriptions, and is driven to wonder 
how they ever came to be written. 

Mr. Hall’s book stands out in sharp contrast 
with all this; it is written by one who knows what 
he is talking about, and presents a very faithful 
picture of British agriculture and rural con- 
ditions. The tour covered practically all the 
good farming districts of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, ead it brings out the high specialisation 
which is now becoming so characteristic of British 
farming. Some farms indeed can only be com- 
pared with factories, so closely specialised is the 
work, and so intense the production. It is not 
too much to say that no account has yet been 
printed which gives so good a description of the 
farming of this country, and it was a very happy 
inspiration indeed that led Mr. Hall and his two 
companions, Mr. Beaven and Prof. Wood, to go 
round the country in a car and put on record what 
was seen. The last tour of the sort was con- 
ducted by Caird in 1850-51 and a comparison of 
the two books shows very clearly that enormous 
strides have been made since that date. The 
economic conditions have altered considerably, 
but the farmer has succeeded in adapting himself 
to them, and has developed a system which enables 
him to produce a great amount of material from 
his land at a reasonable profit to himself. 

Of course, the picture is not uniformly bright; 
losses still go on on the farm that ought to be 
checked; farmers generally cannot obtain credit 
and are often indebted to dealers, so that they are 
unable to make any complaint when unsatisfac- 
tory goods are supplied, or to take advantage of 
the Acts of Parliament which have been passed for 
their benefit ; there is much room for cooperation. 
The labourer, too, is not so well off as he might 
be. He is, of course, in a much better position 
than is commonly made out, and he can always, 
if he wants, move off to the Colonies and set up 
farming on his own account. In general, how- 
ever, he is at least as well off as the labourer in 
the town. Again, the system of rural education 


is not well adapted to the needs of the rural com- 
munity. Fortunately, however, in all these direc- 
tions serious efforts are being made for improve- 
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ment, and we can look forward with confidence 
to the future. 

It is impossible in a short space to discuss the 
various facts that Mr. Hall has recorded; perhaps 
the most characteristic feature noted is the close 
association of sheep with British farming. sys- 
tems: the way in which crops are grown simply 
for sheep to eat on the land so that the soil may 
be fertilised and compacted without having re- 
course to implements. It is quite a common thing 
to grow one or two fodder crops to be consumed 
in this manner, and to follow these with corn 
crops. Thus the food materials purchased for 
sheep help to fertilise the soil and also to keep 
up the supply of organic matter. It is much 
less common to find the farmer depending entirely 
on artificial manures. 

The tendency to specialisation in agricultural 
production brings into prominence the difficulties 
inherent in dealing with crops, soil fertility, dis- 
eases, etc.; it makes the farmer more observant 
and more ready to seek scientific assistance. The 
skilled hop grower is far more interested in the 
life-history of the aphis or the mildew than is the 
small general farmer in any account of the rust 
of wheat. With specialisation in agriculture, 
therefore, comes the opportunity to the man of 
science; it thus tends to bring about much closer 
cooperation between the agricultural and scientific 
adviser than was possible some years ago. 

(2) The second book on our list was written by 
Dean Hunt and Prof. Burkett and deals with the 
special conditions of the United States; it is an 
attempt to bring into one volume sufficient 
material for pupils between the ages of fourteen 
and eighteen. It deals not only with soils and 
manures, but also with crops, including maize, 
oats, wheat, barley, and a variety of others, while 
chapters are added on the insect pests and 
diseases, and on the methods of improvement of 
crops. Both the authors have had very great ex- 
perience in teaching; Dean Hunt, now of Cali- 
fornia, saw service at the State College, Penn- 
sylvania, and elsewhere, whilst Prof. Burkett is 
well known as the editor of the American Agricul- 
turist, and was also director of the Kansas Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station. 

The arrangement is in some respects novel; 
the first chapter deals with food required to grow 
plants and includes accounts of salt, sugar, 
starch, fat, protein, besides the usual potassium 
salts, phosphates, and nitrogen compounds. 
Then the student passes on to a study of the dif- 
ferent types of soil, and the characteristics of 
soils and fertilisers. As is usual in American 
books a liberal use is made of illustrations, 
whilst there is a good supply of practical exer- 
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cises. Altogether the book is one that the teacher 
may use with great advantage and in the certainty 
of getting much help in devising useful courses 
for his classes. 

(3) The third book is by Prof. Wheeler who 
was long director of the Agricultural Experiment 
Station of Rhode Island, and then became chem- 
ical expert to the American Agricultural Chemical 
Company. His book deals exclusively with 
manures and fertilisers, and is therefore more 
specialised than the volume just referred to. A 
very interesting account is given of the subject, 
indeed, we know of no American publication that 
deals better with it. The author has rightly 
made liberal use of the admirable series of in- 
vestigations conducted at Rhode Island during 
the term of his directorship, and in particular 
goes very fully into the question of liming. Some 
remarkable observations were begun in 1890 at 
Rhode Island and it was found that sulphate of 
ammonia was highly toxic on certain soils, even 
in the first season of its application. Experiments 
soon showed that this effect was due to the pro- 
duction of acid conditions in the soil, which could 
be corrected by sodium carbonate, potassium 
carbonate, calcium carbonate, but not by chlor- 
ides or sulphates. Liming was therefore indicated 
as the proper method of dealing with the trouble. 
These observations appear to have been the first 
that were made on the subject; and they lead to 
a very complete study of the method of correcting 
acidity arising from the use of ammonium 
sulphate. 

A further interesting feature is the prominence 
given to the use of seaweed as a manure. This 
subject attracts periodical attention, but very little 
progress has been made in the direction of utilisa- 
tion, in spite of the enormous possibilities it seems 
to present. And yet the amount of fertilising 
material thrown up on our shores in the course of 
a year is enormous, 

A pleasant feature of the book is the great pro- 
minence given to European work, Rothamsted 
experiments in particular coming in for a great 
amount of attention. 

The book is very interesting and will be of 
considerable value to teachers and students of 
the subject. E, J. Russett. 


OUR BOOKSHELF. 
Morocco the Piquant, or Life in Sunset Land. By 
G. E. Holt. Pp. xi+242. (London: Wm. 
Heinemann, 1914.) Price 6s. net. 
Mr. Hott, who seems to have held for about six 
years the post of American vice- and deputy- 
consul-general at Tangier, enjoyed facilities of ex- 
ploring the interior of Morocco denied to European 
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diplomatists who exercise a more active and less 
disinterested influence on the affairs of that dis- 
tracted country. The note of his book is the 
strange conflict of Oriental and Western culture 
so close to Europe. He gives in naive fashion 
and with a breezy style a sketch of the cosmo- 
politan population of Tangier, where he is re- 
minded everywhere of the Arabian Nights. . He 
was able to visit that strange Alsatia within ten 
miles of Tangier, held by the turbulent Angheras ; 
he interviewed the bandit Raisuli, whom the 
Spaniards, it is said, are now ready to take into 
their service, at his refuge Arzila. 

Perhaps the best part of the book is the chapter 
describing the Djinn, or evil spirits, the primitive 
animistic belief over which Islam is only a veneer, 
and his visit to a peasant household, an indus- 
trious farmer and his capable wife, good speci- 
mens of the fine material in the population, and 
capable of regenerating this harassed land if only 
it were subjected to a decently efficient Govern- 
ment. An energetic observer, with his American 
ideas of hustle and the superiority of Western 
industrialism is not the best authority on a 
primitive culture like that of Morocco, and his 
observations do not go far beneath the surface. 
But the facts of the present system and the notes 
on popular superstitions will interest students of 
politics and folklore. In face of the recent defeat 
of the Senoussi by the Italians, we can scarcely 
accept the prediction that Europe is menaced by 
«a Mohammedan rising in North Africa. 


Elementary Logic. By A. Sidgwick. Pp. x+ 250. 


(Cambridge University Press, 1914.) Price 
3s. 6d. net. 
An excellent manual, combining an adequate 


account of the old logic with a good exposition of 
modern developments. As becomes a logician, 
Mr. Sidgwick divides his book into parts and 
smaller sections, with admirable system and 
sequence. Part i. deals with the syllogism in all 
its forms, also with induction and fallacies, in 
which matters the author follows Mill for the most 
part. Interesting illustrations are chosen, and 
the treatment renders the text as readable as 
circumstances allow. It is adm‘ttedly impossible 
to make “ Barbara” and her associates look any- 
thing but dull, however they are dressed up; but 
logic (as Browning said of his own poetry) is 
“not a substitute for dominoes,” so the student 
will no doubt struggle through. Mr. Sidgwick 
gets the dull part disposed of as quickly as 
thoroughness will allow. In Part ii. we reach the 
more interesting and “live” part. The modern 
point of view is adopted, and formal logic is 
shown to establish only validity and not truth, 
because there is always something assumed. 
Further, classes are man-made, not nature-made; 
and, as we cannot say all that can be said about 
S, S may be in one class in certain of its relations, 
and in another when others of its aspects are 
being considered. Briefly, truth is relative to pur- 
pose. And proof is never coercive. The new 
logical method is modest. It looks forward with 


confidence, however, to a “great increase in the 
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effectiveness of an appeal to facts against the 
verbalism which springs from uncritical accept- 
ance of the abstract laws of thought.” 


Natural Sines to every Second of Arc, and Eight 
places of Decimals. Computed by E. Gifford. 
(Manchester: Abel Heywood and Son, 1914.) 
Pp. 543. Price 15s. 

Any practical means of assisting the computer is 

to be welcomed, and this volume of natural sines 

to every second of arc, and to eight places of deci- 
mals, will be sure to have a considerable practical 
value, even to those who use machines. The sines 
to 10” are those from the “Opus Palatinum of 

Rheticus” (published 1596); the sines to 1” 

were interpolated by the Thomas calculating 

machine being copied to ten places. The table is 


ment. 


This image is broken up into a series of seven or 
eight luminous dots, flashing with different musi- 
cal frequencies, by means oft a rotating siren disc 
placed immediately in front of the Nernst fila- 
Some light-sensitive preparation, prefer- 


_ ably of selenium, is placed close to the type so as 
| to receive whatever light is diffusely reflected by 


it. The size of the image is made to fit the size 
of type to be read, and a sensitive telephone is 
put in series with the selenium and a battery, or 
with one of S. G. Brown’s telephone relays. 

It has been found possible to obtain a “ read- 


_ able” sound from type of the ordinary newspaper 


arranged like Chambers’ log tables, the figures to | 


the right of the seconds being prefixed to each of 
the sets in the same horizontal line, except when 
the sets are dotted, 
when the first four 
digits are taken from 
the line below. Con- 
sidering the laborious 
nature of, and _ the 
accuracy required in 
the construction of 
these tables, the com- 
piler is to be heartily 
congratulated on the | N 
successful completion 
of the task. 


THE TYPE-READ- 
ING OPTOPHONE. 
NY instrument de- 
signed for trans- 
lating optical into 
acoustic effects, or 
light into sound, and 


thus to some extent Motor 
substituting the ear 

for the eye, may be  type-reading optophone. 
appropriately termed reflected light. 

an “optophone.” The 

intermediate link is either heat or electric 
current, and in view of the fact that a 


current of a few thousandths of a microampere 
is audible in the best modern telephones (if inter- 
mittent), one would naturally use an electrical 
rather than a thermal link. This is done in the 
various forms of “optophone” devised by the 
author since the Optical Convention of 1912. 


Telephone 


Receiver 


The latest of these, described before the Royal | t 
| There is no arbitrary element in the determina- 


Society on May 28, and shown at the conver- 
sazione of the society on June 16, is designed with 
the object of enabling blind persons to “read” 
ordinary letterpress by means of the ear. The 
accompanying illustration of the optical arrange- 


| duce its own characteristic sounds. 


ment is reproduced from the Royal Society paper | 


by permission of the council. 

An optical system throws the image of a glow- 
ing Nernst filament upon the printed paper, laid 
face downwards on a suitably perforated desk. 
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size. The straight black stem of a letter produces 
silence, and a curved letter,'such as S, produces 
in its passage a set of gradually changing notes 
which are characteristic of the letter, and cannot 
be mistaken even after only a few minutes’ prac- 
tice. To learn the entire alphabet in this way 


‘ should be a matter of a few weeks or months, 


N, Nernst lamp; S, rotating siren disc ; P, portrait lens, throwing image of line of inter- 
mittent dots on the printed matter placed face downwards at H ; Se, selenium preparation receiving diffusely 


but the amount of practice required will vary very 
greatly from one person to another, as only a 
“musical” ear can readily detect the omission of 
certain notes from a given chord. Given an ade- 
quate alignment and line-changing mechanism, 
there is no reason why, with sufficient practice, 
ear-reading should not be almost as rapid as the 
ordinary reading at sight. 

The choice of type is, of course, unlimited. 


tion of the sounds required to represent the vari- 
ous letters, as each type will automatically pro- 
With con- 
siderable practice, a blind person, thus trained 
to allocate certain notes to certain positions, 
should be able to construct “instinctively” a 
visual (or tactile) image of any new or unfamiliar 
letterpress type at the first hearing. 
E. E. Fournier b’ALBE. 
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NOTES. 

fue president of the Board of Trade has appointed 

committee to consider and advise to the best 
means of obtaining for the use of British industry 
sufficient supplies of chemical products, colours, and 
dyestuffs of kinds hitherto largely imported from 
countries with which we are at present at war. The 
comunittee is constituted as follows :—Lord Haldane 
chairman), Dr. George T. Beilby, F.R.S., Dr. J. J. 
Dobbie, F.R.S., Mr. David Howard, Mr. Ivan Levin- 
in, Prof. Raphael Meldola, F.R.S., Mr. Max 
Muspratt, Prof. W. H. Perkin, F.R.S., Mr. Milton 
Sharp, Sir Arthur J. Tedder, Mr. Joseph Turner, Mr. 
T. Tyrer, with Mr. John. Anderson, of the National 
Health Insurance Commission, and a representative 
of the Board of Trade. The secretary of the com- 
mittee is Mr. F. Gossling (of the Patent Office), to 
whom all communications should be addressed at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73 Basinghall Street, E.C. 


as 


st 


Tue closing of the Baltic ports and shortage of 
labour in the Bordeaux district of France have greatly 
reduced the normal supply of pitprops. As the pro- 
vision of an adequate supply of mining timber is of 
great importance, the Board of Agriculture 
Fisheries, in cooperation with the English Forestry 
Association, are taking steps to stimulate the market- 
ing of home-grown timber. The timbers most in 
demand are larch, Scotch pine, and spruce of 3-in. 
diameter and upwards at the small end, but small 
hardwood timbers, such as oak, coppice, and beech are 
used to some extent. The standard lengths of pitprops 
differ in the various districts. Owners of extensive woods 
who may have timber which they consider suitable for 
this purpose but are in doubt as to the best method 
of marketing it or of obtaining it with least damage 
to the future welfare of their plantations, are invited 
to communicate at once with the secretary of the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, or with the secretary, 


and 


English Forestry Association, Farnham Common, 
Slough, Buckinghamshire. i 


THE present crisis will affect the electrical industry 
on account of the shortage of carbons for are lighting. 
There is only one works manufacturing carbons in 
this country, the great majority of carbons having 
been imported from Germany and Austria. 
also exports carbons to England, and there is a small 
factory in Spain. <A limited supply may be available 
irom Spain, but no imports are, of course, available 
irom Germany and Austria, and the French factory 
is situated in the heart of the fighting at Nancy. 
The only carbon factory in America cannot do more 
than supply American wants, even if it is able to do 
this, as America imports carbons largely from Ger- 
many. Public lighting as well as the electrical in- 


France 


@ dustry will suffer, owing to the neglect and refusal 


of electric lighting authorities to support the enter- 
prise which twelve years ago started manufacturing 
arbons in this country. The Admiralty and certain 
other Government departments which have recog- 
nised for some time past the necessity of having a 
Source of supply independent of foreign carbons are 
now reaping the reward of their foresight in being 
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able to obtain their supplies in this country. The 
present output of the carbon works in question is not 
sufficient to supply more than one-tenth of the carbons 
required in this country, but a very different state of 
affairs would have been the case if the carbon works 
had been properly supported in the past, for, in this 
case, the works would by now have been at leasi 
three or four times their present size. We can only 
hope that sufficient support will be given to British- 
made carbons in the future to allow of the present 
works being extended sufficiently to meet at least all 
public lighting demands for this country. 

WHILE continuing their excavations in the Piltdown 
and Dr. A? 
Smith Woodward met with a second portion of a 


gravel last week, Mr. Charles Dawson 


molar tooth of Mastodon larger and more character- 


istic than the fragment originally described. The 


new specimen agrees well with the teeth of Mastodon 


| arvernensis found in the Red Crag of Suffolk, but 


it is merely a waterworn hindmost ridge, and is 


evidently a derived fossil of earlier date than the 


| deposition of the Piltdown gravel itself. 


Two important additions have been made to the 
exhibited collection of Ichthyosaurians in the British 
Museum (Natural History). A nearly complete 
skeleton of Ophthalmosaurus, collected with great 
skill by Mr. Alfred N. Leeds from the Oxford Clay 
of Peterborough, has been mounted on an iron frame- 
with all the approximately in their 
original relative positions. It thus possible to 
realise the shape and proportions of this reptile during 
life much more readily than can be done by an ex- 
amination of the crushed specimens in slabs of rock. 
The closeness of the ribs immediately behind the 
shoulder-girdle is especially interesting. The verte- 
bral column is stoutest at the hinder end of the 
abdominal region, and the downward prolongation 
in the lower lobe of the taii-fin is gracefully curved. 
The paddles must have been very flexible, with much 
cartilage between the ossifications, and the hind 
paddles are so small as to be almost rudimentary. A 
slab of Upper Lias from Holzmaden, Wiirtemberg, 
shows a complete skeleton of IJchthyosaurus acuti- 
rostris with the surrounding soft parts as a bitu- 
minous impression the rock. The specimen is 
one of the finest examples of Mr. Bernhard Hauff’s 
work in preparing such fossils. The triangular 
dorsal fin and the vertically extended tail-fin are 
clearly seen, and there are several structures in the 
dorsal region of the trunk which still need interpreta- 
tion. 


work bones 


1s 


on 


As already announced, in consequence of the war 
the Comité des Forges de France has been obliged 
to cancel all arrangements for an autumn meeting 
of the Iron and Steel Institute in France this year. 
In the circumstances, the council of the institute has 
decided that it would be advisable to postpone for the 
present the organisation of any alternative arrange- 


ments for an autumn meeting for the reading and 
discussion of papers. A number of papers have been 
submitted with a view to their presentation at the 


meeting which was to have been held at Paris, and 
the council proposes to print in the usual way advance 


| [ 
| 

| 
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copies of those papers approved for publication and 
to invite discussion thereon by correspondence. It is 
expected that the copies will be ready for issue about 
the second week in September. 


Tue following resolution has been passed by the 
Chadwick trustees.—That in view of the immense 
importance of encouraging in every way the promotion 
of careful sanitary organisation in the naval and 
military services during the present campaign, the 
Chadwick trustees have resolved under the powers 
conferred upon them under the scheme they administer 
to announce their intention to award at the close of 
this year the Chadwick gold medal and 5ol. each to 
the naval and military medical officer respectively in 
the British service who shall have distinguished him- 
self most in promoting the health of the men in the 
Navy and the Army. The nomination for such 
presentations to be, as provided by the terms of the 
trust, by the directors-general of the naval and mili- 
tary medical services respectively. 


In vol. viii., No. 6, of the Philippine Journal of 
Science, Mr. R. B. Bean discusses certain types 
among the inland tribes of Luzon and Mindanao. He 
postulates three distinct migrations from Europe : one 
from Europe direct, without mingling with inter- 
vening peoples, as represented by the almost pure 
European types in the heart of Luzon and Mindanao; 
one by way of India, in which the types are the Indian 
and the so-called Malay; and one from Arabia and 
North Africa, the Mohammedan of history. There is 
also evidence among the Ilongots of another European 
element migrating through Siberia, possibly through 
China, and also from Japan. The Australoid type 
may antedate the Negritos, it may have resulted from 
them by crossing with other types, or it may have 
been brought in with the other types in the mingling 
migrations of the Europeans. 


In their report on the ethnozoology of the Tewa 
Indians of New Mexico by Messrs. J. Henderson and 
I. P. Harrington, published as Bulletin 56 of the 
Bureau of American Ethnology, the writers give a 
striking picture of the changes in the environment 
and fauna of the region due to the advent of the white 
man. The land was originally well grassed, and sup- 
ported a large head of varied game. On the intro- 
duction of great herds of cattle from Texas, the 
situation rapidly changed. The grasses disappeared 
under their tongues and hoofs, many species of vege- 
tation vanished, the surface became denuded of 
humus, and the underlying stones and gravels were 
exposed. In one pueblo in Arizona bones of thirty- 
seven species of animals were discovered in the rubbish 
heaps; it is not probable that five of these could now 
be collected. The writers also show that the current 
belief which attributes to the Indians an almost magi- 
cal power of discriminating and naming the varieties 
of plants and animals is erroneous. They do distin- 
guish species more closely than the average white man 
without training in botany or zoology; but they natur- 
ally fail to recognise the more minute differences, 
many of which are microscopic. 
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A nuMper of striking photographs of the northern, 
or Lado, race of the white rhinoceros (Rhinocer, 
simus cottoni) serve to illustrate the second instalme: 
of notes on African big game, by Mr. Russell Robert., 
in the August number of Wild Life, this portion al-., 
concluding the account of the African elephant. 


Tue Egyptian Gazette of August 12 announces tl 
arrival at the Gizeh Zoological Gardens of a co:- 
signment of 118 animals from the Sudan, for the mo-' 
part presented by English and native donors, offici:! 
and otherwise. The series includes thirty-seven mam- 
mals, sixty-six birds, and fifteen reptiles, representin, 
forty species and races. Among the first is a very 
monkey (Cercopithecus pygerythrus) from the Mon- 
galla district, a species previously unknown north 0: 
East Africa. The menagerie at Gizeh has also r- 
ceived a Mediterranean seal (Monachus albiventer), 
species formerly abundant on the coasts of the sca 
from which it takes its name, but now unknown on 
the Egyptian coast west of Alexandria, although 
few still remain in Tunisian waters, while a stragg|-r 
is from time to time taken in the Adriatic. 


In a useful article by Mr. R. C.  Moss- 
man in Symons’s Meteorological Magazine tor 
August on the renewal of Antarctic explora- 
tion and research, it is pointed out that the 


interest in this subject is shown by the fact that the 
plans of four specified expeditions have been before 
the public for some time. A map has been prepared 
giving the positions where meteorological and other 
observations have been made, and the number vi 
years over which they extend. This map shows that 
“‘only over one-third of the S. Polar area south of 
60° S., and extending in one instance only so far as 
78° 30'S., have we even a general knowledge of the 
climatic features throughout the year.’ A consider- 
able part of the available data relates to summer con- 
ditions only, and, as the author remarks, it is a 
matter for congratulation that in the near future we 
may look forward to a substantial addition to ou 
knowledge of the meteorology of those regions. 


Tue report of the Meteorological Committee for the 
year ended March 31 shows that considerable changes 
have taken place, owing to a liberal increase of the 
Parliamentary grant. Among the more important 
items may be mentioned (1) the institution of a grade 
of junior ‘professional’? assistants (with University 
qualifications) for meteorological and geo-physical 
work. (2) The satisfactory termination of negotia- 
tions with the Scottish Meteorological Society; on 
of the several advantages is the inclusion in one pub- 
lication of available climatological data for all parts 
of the British Islands. (3) A notable improvement in 
the reconstruction of the central (‘Kew’) observa- 
tory, after the departure of the assistants belonging 
to the National Physical Laboratory, and a consider- 
able addition to the instrumental equipment. (4) The 
establishment of a ‘“‘ weather station”? at Falmouth, 
in conjunction with the Royal Cornwall Polytechni 
Society, in place of the photographic recording ob- 
servatory, for the purpose of- special researches | 
weather prediction, and the investigation of the upp! 
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ir. It is satisfactory to note some improvement in 


the rate of transmission of wireless reports; a wireless 


recciving apparatus has been installed at the office for 
forwarded from the Eiffel Tower. Com- 
parisons of the weather forecasts and storm warning 
telesrams for the United Kingdom with subsequent 
veather show that the percentage successes have been 
very satisfactory. As an appendix to Dr. Shaw’s 
interesting report is reprinted a circular containing 
seful particulars relating to the international units 


messages 


if measurement recently adopted 


SoME interesting notes on the changes occurring 
ig the manufacture of tea are given in a paper by 
Mr. S. Sawamura in the Bulletin of the Imperial 
Central Agricultural Experiment Station of Japan. In 
the manufacture of green tea the oxidising enzymes 
f the leaf are killed by steaming, but it is essential 
that the steaming should not be too far prolonged, 
otherwise other enzymes, which play a part in the 
production of the aroma, are also destroyed, and the 
subsequent quality is impaired. The effect of rolling 
the leaves is to increase the easy solubility of the 


onstituents which give quality to the infusion, and 
at the same time desiccation of the leaves is also 


accelerated owing to juice being pressed out from the 
interior of the cells. Experiments are also described 
showing the effect of different temperatures during the 
‘firing ’’ of the leaves. 


An interesting contribution to the study of the 
formation of hydrogen cyanide in plants is contained in 
i: paper by Prof. A. Jorissen in the Bulletin of the 
Royal Academy of Belgium (1914, p. 130). It is 
shown that citric acid in presence of oxidising agents 
and a trace of a nitrite gives rise to hydrogen cyanide, 
probably owing to the action of the nitrite on acetone- 
dicarboxylic acid, which is the first product of the 
oxidation. In dilute solution and in sunlight it is 
shown that small quantities of ferrous or ferric salts 
can effect the preliminary oxidation of the citric acid, 
even ferrous bicarbonate being sufficient for the pur- 
pose. Citric acid is widely diffused in plants, and 
light, which brings about its oxidation in presence of 
traces of iron, is also well known to favour cyano- 
It is probable therefore that the above de- 
scribed synthesis of hydrogen cyanide is one which is 
realised in the actual plant in many instances. 


genesis. 


Tue success of process for the produc- 
tion of white salt from rock-salt gives occasion for 
in illustrated article in Engineering for August 21, 
descriptive of the works now in operation at Carrick- 
'ergus, in Ireland. In this process the rock-salt is 
ied into a gas-fired furnace, where it melts and runs 
rom the furnace into a “‘bath.’”’ The bath contains 
‘ slagging chamber, on the floor of which the greater 
proportion of the impurities is deposited; the molten 
salt then reaches other two chambers in the bath, 
rach containing a 3 in. wrought iron pipe with a 
lumber of } in. holes through which compressed air 
ita pressure of from 8 to 10 Ib. per sq. in. is blown. 
The state of agitation into which this throws the 
nolten salt results in a further deposit of slag in both 
hambers. The molten salt then passes slowly through 
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a settling-chamber, thence to a reservoir, and finally 
through two tap-holes to the rotary pans. The rotary 
pans crystallise the molten salt in one operation by 
means of stationary rakes, the latter performing the 
function of agitating the rapidly-cooling molten salt 
in such a manner as to crystallise it, ready for the 
market, in 
requirements. 


various grades, and sized according to 
The total rated capacity of the three 
furnaces at Carrickfergus is 70 tons of refined salt 
in 24 hours. The whole operation is continuous, the 
salt being deposited in a finished state ready for the 
market within half-an-hour of out of the 
mine. 


coming 


Tue Cambridge University Press has added two 
further volumes to its series of Cambridge County 
Geographies, which when complete will cover the 
the British Isles. One 


whole of volume is on 


| Glamorganshire, and is written by Mr. J. H. Wade; 
| the other deals with Durham, and is by Mr. W. J. 


| Weston. 


; the moonlight. 


As in other cases, the books are brightly 
written, and give a readable account of the geography 
and geology of the areas, followed by a description 
of their economic resources and history. The maps, 
illustrations, and diagrams will maintain the high 
standard reached in previous volumes. 


OUR ASTRONOMICAL COLUMN. 

THe Recent PeRSEID SHOWER oF METEORS.—Mr. 
Denning reports that many observations from various 
stations have come to hand, and that the results are 
of a singularly interesting character. Though the 
shower was rather noteworthy for its brilliant meteors 
it was not exceptional as regards numbers. The fine 
weather which prevailed afforded some recompense for 
More than thirty bright meteors were 


| observed at two stations or more, and their heights, 


radiants, and velocities have been found. The maxi- 
mum occurred on August 11, but there were a few 
belated Perseids as late as August 20. One feature 
of the recent shower was that a number of fine 
meteors were not Perseids, but members of one or 
other of the many minor radiants which abound at 
this time of the year. The most conspicuous of these 
was in Lyra at 280°+44°, and there were others at 
292°+51°, 312°+619, 354°+77°, 309°+6°, and 

The last three showers were seen during the latter 
part of the month. The Aquilids at 309°+6? appear 
to form a new display, which, if it has been previously 
visible, seems to have eluded detection. The meteors 
are bright and move slowly in rather long flights. 
The display in Auriga at 74°+ 33° forms a pretty active 
display of swift conspicuous meteors leaving bright 
streaks. This shower was also seen on the morning 
of August 28, 1881, by Mr. Denning. He describes 
the meteors as being of very great velocity, and often 
having very extended flights across the firmament. A 
brilliant member of the stream was_ recorded on 
August 28 last at 1oh. 25m. p.m., moving along a 
path of 84° from a few degrees N. of a Arietis, almost 
to the planet Jupiter. It was also seen from Kent, 
where its path was estimated as 100° long. It passed 
from over Kent to the English Channel about seventy- 
five miles S. of Portland Bill. Path, 182 miles, and 
velocity forty-five miles a second. 

Comet 1913f (DELAVAN).—The accompanying chart 
is intended for the use of those who desire an easy 
means of finding Delavan’s comet, which is now a 
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conspicuous object in the night sky. In this chart 
the observer is supposed to be looking due north, 


i.e. towards the pole star, the star being easily found , 


by the direction of the two pointers in the Great 
Bear. If a vertical line be imagined drawn through 
the pole star towards the horizon, then this line will 
approximately pass through the comet at about ten 
o’clock in the evening. While the comet has not a 
great altitude, it is well above the northern horizon, 
as shown in the chart. To the left of the comet is 
the constellation of the Great Bear, and well to the 
right (eastwards) is the constellation of Auriga with 
the bright star Capella. It should not be forgotten 
that, owing to the rotation of the earth, the constella- 
tions have an apparent motion round the pole star, as 
indicated by the arrows marked near the circles in 
the chart. During the night, therefore, the stars and 
the comet, as one faces northward, describe con- 
centric circles round the pole star, and consequently 
the stars under Polaris move from left to right. The 
diagram thus clearly indicates that the later the comet 


NORTHERN 


is observed, the higher above the horizon it will be 
situated, and the best time to observe it is between 
two o’clock and four o’clock in the morning. The 
divided part of the smaller circle in the diagram shows 
approximately the hourly apparent movement of the 
stars. 

The comet is a naked eye object, and is a fine 
sight as seen even with a pair of field glasses or a 
smail telescope. In the earlier part of the night, 
when the comet is low down, the tail is nearly hori- 
zontal, stretching out towards the east. As the morn- 
ing approaches, the tail becomes more inclined, the 
head then being at a lower altitude than the tail. 
The comet has a very dense, almost stellar nucleus 
and a considerable length of tail. On August 26 the 
nucleus was estimated (visually) as being about mag- 
nitude five, and the tail about one degree long, but on 
August 28 the tail was judged to be equal to about four 
lunar diameters, i.e. about two degrees in length, 
and the nucleus of magnitude three. There is little 
doubt that this object is being closely followed at all 
observatories. Some good photographs of the spec- 
trum of the nucleus were secured during the early 
mornings of last week at the Hill Observatory, Sid- 
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| normal course. 


mouth, with a prismatic camera of 12 in. aperture an 
prism. 

RapiaL Motion In Sunspots.—The subject of th 
radial motion in sunspots is referred to in thr 
communications to the July number (vol. xi., No. 
of the Astrophysical Journal. The first is contribute: 
by Prof. W. H. Julius, and the position he takes u; 
is ‘“‘to defend the attacked position which is by no 
means so weak as he represents it’ in the criticisi 
of Mr. St. John of the anomalous dispersion theor, 
in explaining the observed phenomena. Space does 
not permit one even to summarise Prof. Julius’ con- 
clusions, but it may be stated that the paper covers 
thirty-two pages, and concludes with eleven para- 
graphs of summary. The communications by Messrs 
Evershed and St. John deal with the question of th 
limits of the radial motion. Mr. St. John’s investiga- 
tions indicated that the usual course of the displaced 
lines over spots showed no sharp break, and the dis- 
placement did not suddenly cease at the periphery of 
the penumbra, but the line gradually returned to its 


HORIZON 


Mr. Evershed’s view is that there is 
an appreciable break or jolt in the lines at the points 
where they pass from the penumbra on to the sur- 
rounding photosphere. The communications suggest 
that these different views are to some extent one of 
degree, and possibly due to the differences caused by 
the instrumental equipment of these investigators. 


_ Mr. St. John hopes to utilise the next maximum period 


of sunspots to make a special examination of this 
question, and a programme has already been planned. 


THE AUSTRALIAN MEETING OF THE 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION. 
SECTION C. 

GEOLOGY, 

OPENING AppREsS BY Pror. Sir THomas H. HOLianp 
K.C.I.E., D.Sc., F.R.S., PRESIDENT OF THE SECTION. 

EXACTLY eighty-three years from the day of our 
arrival at Sydney, Edward Suess was born in London. 
Thus the day, as much as the circumstances of our 
meeting so far from home, serves to remind us of one 
who was great enough to recognise the fact that geo- 
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jogical evidence from 
same vaJue as that obtained in the little continent 
which has been the most prolific in the products of 
jomenclature and the most productive in text-books. 

Since the days of Charles Lyell no geologist has 
been So conspicuously successful in analysing the 
accumulated mass of evidence, in bringing together 
the essential facts from all hands, and in compensat- 
ing for the local excesses of literature. Only those of 
us who, by long absence from Europe, have felt the 
full disadvantages of having to express ourethoughts 
in alien terminology can appreciate the real value of 
Suess’s great work. His death since our last meeting 
makes a conspicuous mark in the history of geological 
science. 

A meeting of the British Association in Australia 
brings home forcibly to the members of Section C 
the fact that British Imperial geology is really ‘‘ the 
science of the earth’’; partly for this reason one feels 
inclined to get outside the science and take a survey 
of some of its suburbs. Not many of them have been 
left untraversed by my distinguished predecessors in 
this chair; but there has been of recent years a ten- 
dency to avoid the inner earth, which has rightly 
been described as ‘‘the inalienable playground of the 
imagination,” and consequently, therefore, common 
land to the geologist as well as the geodesist, physicist, 
and mathematician. 

The geologist who looks below the purely super- 
ficial phenomena of the crust is generally regarded as 
straying beyond his province; but the desire to see the 
birth certificate of some of the strange and often un- 
acceptable *‘ causes’ which the mathematical physicist 
offers us is a pardonable form of curiosity. Our ideas 
regarding intra-telluric conditions are even proving to 
be of economic value, one of the most recent and 
unexpected results of the kind being that just estab- 
lished by Baron von E6tvés in Hungary,’ whose pre- 
dictions now bid fair to outstrip those of the 
“diviner”’! Having noticed the low gravity values 
over the great cores of rock-salt in the Transylvanian 
“Schlier,”’ he finds similar defects of gravity in the 
same region over certain of the Sarmatian and Pon- 
tian domes, which probably owe their shape to sub- 
terranean salt-plugs and are now found to be great 
storehouses of natural gas, which, with or without 
liquid petroleum, is commonly found with the saline 
‘Mediterranean’ facies of the Upper Tertiary in 
Eastern Europe. Baron von E@tvés also finds that on 
the eastern margin of the Great Hungarian Plain, 
where the younger Tertiary beds are completely con- 
cealed by a mantle of alluvium, mud-volcanoes and 
gas-springs are sometimes found in areas of marked 
gravity defect, and some of these are now also being 
drilled for natural gas. 

When our ideas of the state of affairs below the 
surface thus begin to yield economic results, there is 
hope that they are at last steadying down, becoming 
more settled, and indeed more ‘‘scientific.” It may 
not be unprofitable, therefore, to review some of the 
advances recentlv made in developing theoretical con- 
ceptions regarding the interior of the earth that are 
of direct importance to geologists. In undertaking 
this review I am conscious of the fact that I shall be 
traversing ground that is generally familiar to all, 
and much of it the special property of specialists 
whose views I hesitate to summarise and should not 
dare to criticise. As the author of the ‘ Ingoldsby 
Legends” said of the only story that Mrs. Peters 
would allow her husband to finish, ‘‘The subject, I 
fear me, is not over new, but will remind my friends— 

“Of something better they have seen before.” 


' Comptes rendus, XVUleme Conf. de l'Assoc. Géodés. Internat. Ham- 
burg, 1912, pp. 427, 437- 
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The intensity and quantity of polémical literature on 
scientific problems frequently varies inversely as the 
number of direct observations on which the discussions 
are based: the number and variety of theories con- 
cerning a subject thus often form a coefficient of our 
ignorance. Beyond the superficial observations, direct 
and indirect, made by geologists, not extending below 
about one two-hundredth of the earth’s radius, we 
have to trust to the deductions of mathematicians for 
our ideas regarding the interior of the earth; and they 
have provided us successively with every permutation 
and combination possible of the three physical states 
of matter—solid, liquid, and gaseous. 

Starting, say, two centuries back with the astrono- 
mer Halley, geologists were presented with a globe of 
which the shell rotated at a rate different from that of its 
core. In more recent times this idea has been revived 
by Sir F. J. Evans (1878) to account for the secular 
variations in the declination of the magnetic needle. 

Clairault’s celebrated theorem (1743), on which 
Laplace based the most long-lived among many cos- 
mogonies, gave us a globe of molten matter sur- 
rounded by a solid crust. Hopkins demanded a globe 
solid to the core, and, though his arguments were 
considered to be unsound, his conclusions have been 
revived on other grounds; while the high rigidity of 
the earth as a body has been maintained by Lord 
Kelvin, Sir George Darwin, Pref. Newcomb, Dr. 
Rudski, and especially by the recent observations of 
Dr. O. Hecker, supplemented by the mathematical 
reasoning of Prof. A. E. H. Love. Hennessy (1886), 
however, concluded that the astronomical demands 
could be satisfied by the old-fashioned molten earth 
in which the heavier substances conformed to the 
equatorial belt. 

As long ago as 1858 Herbert Spencer suggested 
that, on account of its temperature being probably 
above the critical temperature of known elements, 
the centre of the earth is possibly gaseous. Late in 
the seventies Dr. Ritter revived the idea of a gaseous 
core surrounded by a solid crust, and this was modified 
in 1900 by the Swedish philosopher, Svante Arrhenius, 
whose globe with a solid crust, liquid substratum, and 
gaseous core is now a favourite among some geo-. 
logists. 

Wiechert (1897) supposed that the core of the earth, 
some 5,000 kilometres in radius, is composed mostly 
of iron with a density of 7-8, while this is surrounded 
by a shell of lithoidal material having a density of 
about 3:0 to 3-4; and this great contrast in density is 
about that which distinguishes the iron meteorites 
generally from those of the stony class. Arrhenius 
also assumes that iron forms the main part of the 
central three-quarters, and he shows that this distri- 
bution of substance may still be consistent with his 
theory of a gaseous core; indeed, he not only imagines 
that the whole of the iron nucleus is gaseous, but 
also most of the siliceous shell, for he leaves only 5 
per cent. of the radius as the depth of the solid and 
liquid shells combined. 

But the variety of ideas does not end with theories 
on the present constitution of the globe. Poisson 
required the process of solidification to begin from 
the centre and to progress outwards, while other 
mathematicians had been happy with the Leibnitzian 
consistentior status as the first external slaggv crust. 
Since the days of Laplace all naturalists have been 
forced to accept the idea of a solar system formed by 
the cooling and condensation of a spheroidal gaseous 
nebula; and all except those geologists who have 
vainly searched for traces of the primeval crust have 
been happy in this belief. 

Recently, however, Dr. F. R. Moulton and Prof. 
T. C. Chamiberlin in America have brought together 
arguments from different points of view to construct 
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the solar system by the aggregation of innumerable 
small bodies, ‘ planetesimals,” which have gathered 
into knots to form the planets. Thus, the earth is 
supposed to have grown gradually by the accretion of 
meteoritic matter, and even now, although the process 
has nearly ceased, it receives much meteoritic material 
from outside. 

With the Chamberlin-Moulton theory there must 
have been a time when the gravity of the earth was 
insufficient to hold an atmosphere of any but the 
heavier gases, such as carbon dioxide; later, the earth 
became heavy enough to retain oxygen, then nitrogen, 
water-vapour, and helium; while even now it may not 
be sufficiently attractive to prevent the light and agile 
molecule of hydrogen from flying off into space. With 
the growth of the young globe, the compression to- 
wards the centre produced heat enough to melt the 
accumulated fragments of meteoritic matter, and the 
molten material thus formed welled out at the surface. 
Such volcanic action is supposed to have predominated 
at the surface until an appreciable atmosphere was 
formed, and became charged with water, when the 
now familiar processes of weathering, erosion, and 
deposition produced the film of “‘rust’’ which geo- 
logists know as sedimentary rocks. 

With this last addition to the variegated array of 
theories about the physical condition of the earth and 
about its genealogy, the scientific world began again 
to settle down into serenity, comforted by the happy 
feeling that all at any rate agree in regarding the 
earth as a gradually cooling body, with many millions 
of years still before it. Then came the discovery of 
radium, and, with it at first, an assurance that geo- 
logists were justified in claiming a long past, to be 
followed by a longer future than the most optimistic 
philosopher had dared before to assume with our 
apparently limited store of earth-heat. Now, how- 
ever, Prof. Joly warns us that if the deeper parts of 
the globe contain anything near the proportion of 
radio-active bodies found by him in the superficial 
rocks, we may even be tending in the other direction ; 
that, instead of a peaceful cooling, our descendants 
may have to face a catastrophic heating; the now 
inconspicuous little body known as the earth may 
indeed yet become famous through the universe as a 
new star.? 

To add to the variety of ideas regarding the present 
state of the earth’s interior, Prof. Schwarz, of 
Grahamstown,* concludes that our volcanic pheno- 
mena can be accounted for on the assumption that 
the main mass of the earth below a superficial layer 
is cold and solid throughout, being composed, like 
the meteorites, largely of unaltered ferromagnesian 
silicates and iron. 

Thus, we see, whole fleets of hypotheses have been 
launched on this sea of controversy: some of the 
craft have been decoyed by the cipher-signals of the 
mathematician; some have foundered after bombard- 
ment by the heavy missiles classically reserved for use 
by militant geologists; others, though built in the 
dockyard of physicists, have suffered from the spon- 
taneous combustion set up by an inadvertent ship- 
ment of radium. Still, some of these hypotheses are 
yet apparently seaworthy, and it may not be unprofit- 
able to compare them with recently acquired data. 

The nearest approach to actual observation with 
regard to the state of the earth’s interior has been 
obtained by the seismograph, designed to record the 
movements of seismic waves at great distances from 
the disturbing earthquake. Some of the waves sent 
forth from an earthquake-centre travel through the 
earth, and some travel around by the superficial crust, 
the former reaching the distant seismograph before 

2 J. Joly, “ Radio-activity - 
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the latter. The seismograph, by its record of th 
| waves that travel through the earth, has thus given « 
certain amount of information regarding the state «/ 
the earth’s interior which R. D. Oldham aptly regarc- 
as analogous to that given by the spectroscope* wit): 
regard to the inaccessible atmosphere of the sun. 

The existence of two groups of earthquake-wavis 
—those passing through, and those passing near the 
surface around the earth—has long been recognise: ; 
but R. D. Oldham * has shown that the waves pass- 
ing through the earth are of two kinds, travelling at 
two different speeds, 

The record on the distant seismograph thus show, 
| three well-marked phases: the first phase, due « 
| waves of compression passing through the earth’s 
| interior; the second phase, due to waves of distortion,' 
‘also passing through the earth’s interior; and the 
| third phase, recorded by the waves which pass around 
| the arc along the superficial crust. 
| The third phase is always recorded at a time after 
| the occurrence of the shock proportional to the arcual 
| distance of the recording seismograph from the earth- 
quake centre, the records of several large earthquakes 
showing an average speed for the waves of about 
three kilometres a second. The rates of propagation 
of the waves giving the first and second phases are 
both much greater than of those forming the third 
phase; and up to an arcual distance of about 120 
from the earthquake’s centre the rate of their propaga- 
tion increases with the distance. It is thus assumed 
that the waves giving rise to the first and second 
phases in each distant seismographic record, by follow- 
ing approximately along the chord of the arc between 
the place of origin and the instrument, pass through 
deeper layers of the earth when the seismograph is 
farther away, the material at greater depths being 
presumably more elastic as well as denser. 

But Oldham’ has shown that when the seismograph 
is as much as 150° from the earthquake centre there 
is a remarkable decrease in the mean apparent rate of 
propagation of the waves giving the second phase in 
the record, from more than six to about four and a 
half kilometres a second, There is also a drop, 
although not nearly so marked, in the apparent speed 
of the waves of the first phase when transmitted to a 
seismograph 150° or more distant from the earthquak: 
origin. Oldham concludes that this decrease of ap- 
parent rate for waves travelling through the earth 
to places much more than 120° distant is due to thei: 
passing into a central core, four-tenths of the radius 
in thickness, composed of matter which transmits the 
waves at a markedly slow speed. Thus the earth- 
quake waves which emerge at a distance not greate: 
than 120° from their origin do not enter this central 
core, while those which pass into the earth to a 
greater depth than six-tenths of the radius are sup- 
posed to be refracted on entering, and again on lea\- 
ing, the postulated core, in which the rate of trans- 
mission of an elastic wave of distortion is very mucl 
| slower than in the main mass of the earth around 
In consequence of the refraction of these waves on 
passing through the central core, places situated at 
about 140° from an earthquake origin should be i 
partial shadow, due to the great dispersion of th 
distortional waves, and the few records made so far 
by seismographs thus situated with regard to grea! 

4 In his presi’ential address to the Geological Society of London iv 100 
Prof. W. J. Sollas (Proc. Geol. Soc.. 1990, p Ixxxvii.) credits H. Benndor 
(Mirth. Geol. Gesellsch. Wien, I.. 1908, 336) with this pretty analogy. bv 
Oldham has the precedence by just two years (cA Quart. Journ. Geo 
Sor.. vol. Ixii., 1906, p. 456). 

5 Phil. Trans., Ser. A., vol. cxciv. (1900), pp. 135-74. 

6 There is more complete agreement regarding the fact that two distinc! 
sets of waves give rise to the so-called preliminary tremors indicated by 
seismocraphic record than about the nature of the waves. Confer. R. D 
Oldham, Phil. Trans., Zoc. c#t., and O. Fisher, Proc. Cambr. Phil. Se 


vol. xii., pp. 354-61. 
7 Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc., vol. Ixii., pp. 456-475 (1906). 
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earthquakes show that there is either no, or at most a 
doubtful, record for the second phase, which is known 
to be due to the so-called distortional waves. 

Oldham’s deductions are based confessedly on a 
small number of earthquake records—he considered 
fourteen examples only—but the conclusions based on 

small number of trustworthy records, from which 
ariations due to the different methods of marking the 
phuses are eliminated, are more trustworthy than those 
jor Which there are imperfect distant records as well as 
doubts regarding the exact times of the disturbances. 
If these observations, however, be confirmed by further 
records, we are justified in assuming that below the 
heterogeneous crust there is a thick shell of elastic 
material, fairly homogeneous to about six-tenths of 
the radius, surrounding a central core, four-tenths in 
thickness, which possesses physical properties utterly 
unlike those of the outer layers; for in this core the 
“distortional waves are either damped completely or 
are transmitted at very much lower speeds than in the 
shell. 

One cannot consider tis interesting inference from 
the seismographic data without being reminded of the 
contention of Ritter, Arrhenius, and Wilde regarding 
the possibility of a persistent gaseous core still above 
the critical temperature of the substances of which it 
is composed. According to Ritter, the gaseous core 
is surrounded by a solid shell. Dr. Wilde ® postulates 
the existence of a liquid substratum and a gaseous 
gore within a solid crust, the two outer shells having 
a thickness that is ‘“‘not very considerable.’’ Arrhenius 
assumes from purely physical considerations that the 
solid crust is only about twenty-five miles thick, that 
below this it is possibly in a molten condition for 
about a hundred and fifty miles, and that the rest is 
a gas largely composed of iron under a pressure so 
great that its compressibility is not much less than 
that of steel. 

The whole of these conclusions, being based on 
assumptions regarding the physical. properties of 
matter under conditions of temperature and pressure 
that are well beyond those of actual experience, must 
be put on a plane of science well below that occupied 
by the investigations initiated by Oldham, who opens 
up a line of research: in which, as said before, the 
seismograph may justifiably be compared with the 
spectroscope as an instrument for observing some in- 
accessible regions of nature. 

The mathematician apparently finds it just as easy 
to prove that the earth is solid throughout as to show 
by extrapolation from known physical values that it 
must be largely gaseous. As Huxley said in his 
presidential address to the Geological Society in 1869, 
the mathematical mill is a mill which grinds you stuff 
f any degree of fineness, but, nevertheless, it can 
grind only what is put into it; and the seismograph 
thus offers a new source of substantial grist. Now 
that it is fairly certain that some of the earthquake- 
waves pass through the deeper parts of the earth, it 
is obvious that a fruitful development of science will 
follow successful efforts to introduce precision in 
recording, and uniformity of expression in reading, 
seismographic records. 

Oldham #° has pointed out another way in which 
_ A, Ritter, ‘‘ Untersuchungen iiber die Héhe der Atmosphiare und die 
‘onstitution gasformiger Weltkirper,”” Wiedemann’s Ann. d. Phys. und 
ety “— V. 405, 543 (1878); vol. vi. 135 (1879); vii. 304 (1579); vol. viii. 

‘On the Causes of the Phenomena of Terrestrial Magnetism,” Pam- 

1890, p. 2. The idea that the Earth’s magnetism is due to the elec- 
enerated bv the friction between the shell and the core. rotating 
ifferent motion, was suggested bv Dr. Wilde in 1902 (Mem. Manch. 
nd Phil. Soc., vol. xlvi., part iv. p. 8, 1902). A similar suggestion 
also on Halley’s conception of a separately rotating inner core was 
reviously by Sir F. J. Evans in 1878 (*‘ Remarkable Changes in the 


rth's Magnetism,” vol. xviii. p. 80). 
Juart. Journ. Geol. Soc , vol. xiii, 244-350 (1907). 
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analysis of seismographic records may lead to informa- 
tion regarding intra-telluric conditions by comparing 
| the records of waves that pass under the oceanic 
| depressions with those that are sub-continental for 
the whole or most of their paths. By comparing the 
| records in Europe of the Colombian earthquake of 
| January 31, 1906, with those of the San Francisco 
earthquake in the following April, there was a greater 
interval noticed between the first and second phases 
of the Californian earthquake—an interval greater than 
can be accounted for by mere difference of distance 
between the origin of the shock and the recording 
| instruments. The seismic waves which passed from 
| Colombia to Europe must have travelled under the 
broadest and deepest part of the North Atlantic basin, 
whilst those from California ran under the continent 
of North America, crossed the North Atlantic not far 
south of Iceland, and approached Europe from the 
| north-west, the wave paths throughout being under 


| continents or the continental shelf of the North Atlantic. 
| There is thus suggested some difference between the 


elastic conditions of the sub-oceanic and the sub- 


| continental: parts of the crust—a difference which, 
| judging by the particular instances discussed, may 


extend to a depth of one-quarter of the radius, but is 


| not noticeable in the waves which penetrate to one- 
| third of the radius below the surface. 


Obviously these data must be multiplied many times 
before they can be regarded as a trustworthy index toa 
natural law; but it is significant that this indication 
of a difference between the physical nature of the sub- 
oceanic and sub-continental parts of the crust is in 


| rough correspondence with the conclusions previously 
| suggested on quite other grounds. 


In his presidential address to the Geographical Sec- 
tion of the British Association at Dover in 1899, the 
late Sir John Murray directed attention to the chemical 


| continents. 


| noticeable 
| depths of between tooo and 1300 miles—a layer in 


| reasonably expect some phvsical 


differentiation which has been going on between the 
continents and the oceans since the processes of 
weathering and denudation commenced. By these pro- 
cesses the more siliceous and specifically lighter con- 
stituents are left behind on the continents, while the 
heavier bases are carried out to the ocean. It is to this 
process that Prof. T. C. Chamberlin?! also ascribes 
the origin of the depressions in which the oceanic waters 
have accumulated. As a corollary of the planetesimal 
theory, Chamberlin assumes that water began to be 
forced out of the porous surface blocks of the accumu- 


| lated meteoritic material when the earth’s radius was 
| between 1500 and 1800 miles shorter than it is now; 


at that time poois of water began to be formed on 
the surface, and the atmosphere, just commencing its 
work, began the operation of leaching the heavier 
bases out of the highlands. Growth of the world pro- 
ceeded by the infall of planetesimals, and while those 
meteorities that fell on the high'ands became deprived 
of their soluble bases, these that fell into the young 
ocean were merely buried unaltered. Thus, by the 
time the earth reached its present size its crust under 
the oceanic depressions must have developed a 
chemical composition differing from that under the 
According to the deduction suggested by 
Oldham from the seismographic records, there is a 
difference in the sub-oceanic areas to 


which the followers of Chamberlin’s theory might 
expression of the 
partially developed chemical differentiation. 

The occurrence of denser material below the oceans 


| has, of course, long been assumed from the deflection 


of the plumb-line, and was accented bv Pratt for his 


| theory of compensation, as well as by Dutton as a 


wide expression of the theory of isostasy. Cham- 


1 Chamberlin and Salisbury, ‘ Geology,” vol. ii. 1906, 106-111. 
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berlin ‘* thus explains the general prevalence of basic 
lavas in oceanic volcanoes. 

The apparent heterogeneity indicated in the outer 
shell of the earth to depths of 1000 miles is naturally 
in conflict with the assumption that from thirty miles 
or so down the materials are in a liquid condition; at 
any rate, the idea conflicts with Fisher’s extreme con- 
ception of the liquid substratum, in which the fluidity 
is supposed to be sufficient for the production of con- 
vection currents, upwards beneath the oceanic depres- 
sions, spreading horizonti'ly towards the continents, 
and thence downwards to complete the circuit. 

The idea that changes of azimuth and of latitude 
may be brought about by the sliding of the earth’s 
crust over its core has been put forward more than 
once to account for the climatic changes of past 
geological ages—the occurrence of temperate or even 
warm climates on parts of the crust now within the 
polar circles, and glacial conditions at the sea-level 
in countries like India, Australia, Africa, and South 
America, which are now far from the polar ice-sheets, 
and in some cases near or within the tropics. Prof. 
E. Koken, of Tiibingen,’* in an elaborate memoir 
entitled ‘‘Indisches Perm und die Permische Eiszeit,”’ 
attributes the idea of a sliding crust to Mr. R. D. 
Oldham; but a similar suggestion was put forward by 
the late Sir John Evans twenty years before the pub- 
lication of Mr. Oldham’s paper,!! and when the theory 
was restated in more precise form, ten years later,’® 
it was subjected to mathematical criticism by J. F. 
Twisden, E. Hill, and O. Fisher. 

Sir John Evans suggested that this movement of 
the crust was inevitable as a consequence of the 
moulding of the orographical features and consequent 
redistribution of weights; but Twisden came to the 
conclusion that the rearrangement of the great in- 
equalities on the earth’s surface would be insufficient 
to produce any appreciable sliding of the order re- 
quired to make material differences in the climate of 
any place. 

Oldham,*? who was writing at the time in the field 
in India and thus away from literature, put forward 
the idea in 1886 as an independent thought, and made 
use of Fisher’s new theory regarding the existence 
of a fluid stratum between the solid crust and the 
supposed solid core to account for the shifting of 
places relative to the axis of rotation from the equa- 
torial region even to the polar circles. Oldham directed 
attention to the recorded small changes of latitude 
at certain observatories and to the probable changes 
of azimuth in the Pyramids of Egypt—evidences of 
a kind which have since been greatly enlarged by the 
work of Sir Norman Lockyer and others. 

The movements assumed to have taken place during 
the human period are of course small; and to project 
from them changes as great as the ivansfer of lands 
from the polar circle to the tropics has the objection 
that characterises a surveyor’s use of ‘unfavourable ”’ 
triangles in a trigonometrical survey. Before admit- 
ting, therefore, that these small changes of latitude 
and of azimuth may be classed with the palzo- 
glacialists’ evidence as data of the same kind, though 
so utterly different in magnitude, it is desirable 
briefly to examine the geological evidence regarding 
past ice-ages in extra-polar areas. 

12 ** Geology,” ii. 1906, p. 120. 

13 N. Jahrb. fiir. Min. u. s. w., 1907. 537- 

14]. Evans, ‘*On a Possible Geological Cause of Changes in the Position 
of the Axis of the Farth’s Crust,” Proc. Roy. Soc., xv. 46 (1866). 

15 |, Fvens, Presidential Address, Proc. Geol. Soc., 1875, p. 195. 

16 J. F. Twisden, “‘On Possible Displacements of the Earth's Axis of 
figure produced by Elevations and Depressions of her Surface,” Quart. 
Journ. Geol. Soc., xxxiv. 35 (1877). E. Hill, ‘On the Possibility of 
Changes in the Earth's Axis,” Geo?. Mag., 1878, 262 and 479. O. Fisher, 
‘On the Possibility of Changes in the Latitude of Places on the Earth’s 


Surface,” Geol. Mag., 1878, pp. 291 and 551. 
17 Geol. Mag., 1886, 304. 
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From the records of ancient glaciations we migh’ 
omit those of the pre-Cambrian rocks of North Ontari: 
and the pre-Upper Cambrian of Norway, as thes: 
areas are nearer the poles than many places whicl. 
were certainly covered with ice-sheets during th: 
youngest, or often so-called Great, Ice Age. Bu: 
besides these we have evidence of glaciation in th 
Cambrian or possibly pre-Cambrian rocks of Sout! 
Australia at a latitude of 35° or less; in South Afric: 
there were two or more distinct glacial periods beforé 
Lower Devonian times in slightly lower latitudes 
while in China similar records are found among rock- 
of the Lower Cambrian, or possibly of older age, at 
a latitude of 31° N. 

The glacial boulder-beds found at the base of ou: 


, great coal-bearing system in India belong to the sam: 


stratigraphical horizon as the glacial beds found i: 
South Africa, certain parts of Australia, and in parts 
of Brazil and Sao Paulo near or within the southern 
tropic. 

These glacial beds are often referred to in geological! 
literature as Permo-Carboniferous in age; but Prot 
Koken regarded the formation in India as Permian 
Other valuations of palzontological evidence, similar 
to that relied on by Prof. Koken, place these beds 
at a distinctly lower horizon in the European strati- 
graphical scale, and recent work by officers of th: 
Geological Survey of India in Kashmir tends to con- 
firm this latter view; we now regard the base of our 
great coal-bearine system in India—the horizon ot 
the glacial-boulder-beds—as not much, if at. all, 
younger than the Upper Coal Measures of Britain.’’ 
The precise age of the horizon is not very important 
for our present consideration: the important point is 
that in or near Upper Carboniferous times a_ wide- 
spread glaciation occurred throughout the area now 
occupied by India, Australia, and South Africa. The 
records of this great glaciation are thus found stretch- 
ing northwards beyond the northern as well as 
southwards beyond the southern tropic. 

Now, on the assumption that the cold climate in 


' this region was due to a movement of the crust over 


the nucleus, Prof. Koken has produced an elaborate 
map of the World, showing the distribution of land 
and sea during the period, with the directions of 
ocean-currents and of ice-sheets. The Permian South 
Pole he places at the point of intersection of the 
present 2oth parallel S. and 80th meridian E.—that 
is, at a point in the Indian Ocean about equidistant 
from the glaciated regions of India, Australia, and 
South Africa. The Permian North Pole is thus forced 
to take up its position in the centre of Mexico, while 
the Equator strikes through Russia, Italy, West 
Africa, down through the South Atlantic and round 
by Fiji to Vladivostock. 

“The very precision of this map reduces the theory 
on which it is based to a condition of unstable equi- 
librium. If glacial conditions were developed in 
India, Australia, and South Africa by a 70° move- 
ment of the crust, were the movements to and from 
its assumed position in Permian times so rapid that 
the glaciation of these widely separated areas appe:r 
to: be geologically contemporaneous? If such move- 
ments had occurred, instead of evidences of glacia- 
tion over a wide area at the same period, we ought 
rather to find that the glaciation in each of the widely 
separated points occurred during distinctly differen! 
geological periods. 

But that is not the only weak spot in the evidence. 
The Permian (or Permo-Carboniferous) glaciation 0! 
Australia took place on the east and south-east © 
the continent as well as in Western Australia, an 


18 H. H. Hayden, Rec. Geol. Surv. Ind., vol. vxxvi., p. 23, 1907. 
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the eastern ice-sheets would thus have been active 
within 30° of Prof. Koken’s Permian equator. There 
are still three other serious pieces of colour-discord 
in this picture. In the State of Sio Paulo—that is, 
within Koken’s ‘Permian’ tropics—Dr. Orville 
Derby has described beds which strikingly recall the 
features of the Upper Palzeozoic glacial beds of India 
and South Africa. It is possible that these are due 
to the work of glaciers at a high level; but, since 
the publication of Prof. Koken’s memoir, other orcur- 
rences of the kind have been described by Dr. I. €. 
White in different parts of Brazil, and there is a 
general correspondence between the phenomena in 
South America and those in the formations of the 
same age in the Indian, Australian, and African 
regions. 

Then, too, if we accept this expression of the 
physical geography during Upper Palzozoic times, 
we must carefully explain away the suspicious breccias 
and brockrams which have been regarded by many 
geologists as evidences of a cold climate during 
Permian times in the Urals, the Thiiringerwald, the 
English midland and northern counties, Devonshire 
and Armagh—places that would lie on or near 
Koken’s ‘‘Permian”’ equator. Finally, we find the 
hypothetical Permian North Pole in a locality which 
has failed to produce any signs of glaciation. 

To attempt a discussion of the explanations offered 
to account for the great Upper Palzozoic glaciation 
would lead us far from the present theme. The 
question is raised merely to show that the phenomena 
are not consistent with the supposed movement of a 
solid shell over a solid core assisted by an_inter- 
mediate molten lubricant. Geologists may be com- 
pelled to hand back the theory of a molten substratum 
to the mathematicians and physicists for further 
repair; but it does not necessarily follow that a foun- 
dation theory is unsound merely because it -has been 
overloaded beyond its compressive strength. 

The extraordinarily great distances between the 
areas that show signs of glaciation in Permo-Carbon- 
iferous times form a serious stumbling-block to most 
of the explanations which have hitherto been offered. 
One is almost tempted in despair even to ask if it 
is not possible that these fragments of the old Gond- 
wana continent are now more widely separated from 
one another than they were in Upper Palzozoic times. 
It is a bold suggestion indeed that one can safely put 
aside as absurd in geomorphology. There is nothing 
else apparently left for us but the assumption of a 
general refrigeration. 

The idea of the greater inequalities of the globe 
being in approximately static equilibrium has been 
recognised for many years: it was expressed by 
Babbage and Herschel; it was included in Arch- 
deacon Pratt’s theory of compensation; and it was 
accepted by Fisher as one of the fundamental facts 
on which his theory of mountain structure rested. 
But in 1889 Captain C. E. Dutton presented the idea 
“in a modified form, in a new dress, and in greater 
detail’”?; he gave the idea orthodox baptism and a 
name, which seems to be necessary for the respectable 
life of any scientific theory. ‘‘For the condition of 
equilibrium of figure, to which gravitation tends to 
reduce a planetary body, irrespective of whether it be 
homogeneous or not,” Dutton proposed name 
isostasy."” The corresponding adjective would be 
isostatic—the state of balance between the ups and 
downs on the earth. 

For a long time geologists were forced to content 
themselves with the conclusion that the folding of 
Strata is the result of the crust collapsing on a cooling 

19 Dutton, ‘On Some of the Greater Problems of Physical Geology,” 
Bull. Phil, Soc. Wash., xi., 53, 1889. 
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and shrinking core; but Fisher pointed out that the 
amount of radial shrinking could not account even 
for the present great surface inequalities of the litho- 
sphere, without regard to the enormous lateral 
shortening indicated by the folds in great mountain 
regions, some of which, like the Himalayan folds, 
were formed at a late date in the earth’s history, folds 
which in date and direction have no genetic relation- 
ship to G. H. Darwin’s primitive wrinkles. Then, 
besides the folding and plication of the crust in some 
areas, we have to account for the undoubted stretching 
which it has suffered in other places, stretching of a 
kind indicated by faults so common that they are 
generally known as normal faults. It has been 
estimated by Claypole that the folding of the Ap- 
palachian range resulted in a horizontal compression 
of the strata to a belt less than 65 per cent. of the 
original breadth. According to Heim the diameter 
of the northern zone of the central Alps is not more 
than half the original extension of the strata when 
they were laid down in horizontal sheets. De la 
Beche, in his memoir on Devon and Cornwall, which 
anticipated many problems of more than local interest, 
pointed out that, if the inclined and folded strata 
were flattened out again, they would cover far more 
ground than that to which they are now restricted 
on the geological map. Thus, according to Dutton, 
Fisher, and others, the mere contraction of the cooling 
globe is insufficient to account for our great rock-folds, 
especially great folds like those of the Alps and the 
Himalayas, which have been produced in quite late 
geological times. It is possible that this conclusion 
is in the main true; but in coming to this conclusion 
we must give due value to the number of patches 
which have been let into the old crustal envelope— 
masses of igneous rock, mineral veins and hydrated 
products which have been formed in areas of tem- 
porary stretching, and have remained as permanent 
additions to the crust, increasing the size and baggi- 
ness of the old coat, which, since the discovery of 
radium, is now regarded as much older than was 
formerly imagined by non-geological members of the 
scientific world. 

The peculiar nature of rock-folds presents also an 
obstacle no less formidable from the qualitative point 
of view. If the skin were merely collapsing on its 
shrinking core we should expect wrinkles in all direc- 
tions; yet we find great folded areas like the Hima- 
lavas stretching continuously for 1400 miles, with 
signs of a persistently directed overthrust from the 
north; or we have folded massss like the Appalachians 
of a simiiar order of magnitude stretching from 
Maine to Georgia, with an unmistakable compression 
in a north-west to south-east direction. The simple 
hypothesis of a collapsing crust is thus ‘‘ quantitativelv 
insufficient,’’ according to Dutton, though this is still 
doubtful, and it is ‘‘ qualitatively inapplicable,’? which 
is highly probable. 

In addition to the facts that rock-folds are main- 
tained over such great distances and that later folds 
are sometimes found to be superimposed on older 
ones, geologists have to account for the conditions 
which permit of the gradual accumulation of 
enormous thicknesses of strata without corresponding 
rise of the surface of deposition. 

On the other hand, too, in folded regions there 
are exposures of beds superimposed on one another 
with a total thickness of manv miles more than the 
height of any known mountain, and one is driven 
again to conclude that uplift has proceeded pari passu 
with the removal of the load through the erosive 
work of atmospheric agents. 

It does not necessarily follow that these two pro- 
cesses are the direct result of loading in one case and 
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of relief in the other; for slow subsidence gives rise 
to the conditions that favour deposition and the up- 
lifting of a range results in the increased energy of 
eroding streams. 

Thus there was a natural desire to see if Dutton’s 
theory agreed with the variations of gravity. If the 
ups and downs are balanced, the apparently large 
mass of a mountain-range ought to be compensated by 
lightness of material in and below it. Dutton was 
aware of the fact that this was approximately true 
regarding the great continental plateaux and oceanic 
depressions; but he imagined that the balance was 
delicate enough to show up in a small hill-range of 
3000 to 5000 feet. 

The data required to test this theory, accumulated 
during the triangulation of the United States, have 
been made the subject of an elaborate analysis by 
J. F. Hayford and W. Bowie.?° They find that, by 
adopting the hypothesis of isostatic compensation, the 
differences between the observed and computed deflec- 
tions of the vertical caused by topographical inequali- 
ties are reduced to less than one-tenth of the mean 
values which they would have if no isostatic com- 
pensation existed. According to the hypothesis 
adopted, the inequalities of gravity are assumed to 
die out at some uniform depth, called the depth of 
compensation, below the mean sea-level. The columns 
of crust material standing above this horizon vary in 
length according to the topography, being relatively 
long in highlands and relatively short under the ocean. 
The shorter columns are supposed to be composed of 
denser material, so that the product of the length of 
each column by its mean density would be the same 
for all places. It was found that, by adopting 122 
kilometres as the depth of compensation, the deflec- 
tion anomalies were most effectually eliminated, but 
there still remained unexplained residuals or local 
anomalies of gravity to be accounted for. 

Mr. G. K. Gilbert,?! who was one of the earliest 
geologists to turn to account Dutton’s theory of 
isostasy, has recenily offered a plausible theory to 
account for these residual discrepancies between the 
observed deflections and those computed on_ the 
assumption of isostatic compensation to a depth of 
122 kilometres. An attempt had already been made 
by Hayford and Bowie to correlate the distribution 
of anomalies with the main features of the geological 
map and with local changes in load that have occurred 
during comparatively recent geological times. For 
example, they considered the possibility of an in- 
creased load in the low Mississippi valley, where there 
has been in recent times a steady deposition of sedi- 
ment, and therefore possibly the accumlation of mass 
slightly in advance of isostatic adjustment. One 
would expect in such a case that there would be locally 
shown a slight excess of gravity, but, on the contrary, 
there is a general prevalence of negative anomalies in 
this region. In the Appalachian region, on the other 
hand, where there has been during late geological 
times continuous erosion, with consequent unloading, 
one would expect that the gravity values would be 
lower, as isostatic compensation would naturally lag 
behind the loss of overburden; this, however, is also 
not the case, for over a greater part of the Appalachian 
region the anomalies are of the positive order. 
Similarly, in the north central region, where there has 
been since Pleistocene times a removal of a heavy 


20 J. F. Hayford, ‘‘ The Figure of the Earth and Isostasy,’ U.S. Coast 
and Geodetic Survey, Washington, 1909. “‘ Supplementary Investigation,” 
Washington, 1910. See also ‘ Science,’’ New Series, vol. xxxiii., p. 199, 
torr. J. F. Hayford and W. Bowie, “ The Effect of Topography and 
Isostatic Compensation upon the Intensity of Gravity,” ‘“ U.S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey Special Publication No. 10,"" Washington, 1912. 

21 “Interpretation of Anomalies of Gravity,” ‘‘U.S. Geol. Surv. Pro- 
fessional Paper,” 85-C, 1913, p. 20. 
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ice-cap, there is still a general prevalence of positive 
anomalies. 

These anomalies must, therefore, remain unex- 
plained by any of the obvious phenomena at the com- 
mand of the geologist. G. K. Gilbert now suggests 
that, while it may be true that the product of the 
length of the unit column by its mean density may be 
the same, the density variations within the column 
may be such as to give rise to different effects on 
the pendulum. If, for instance, one considers two 


‘ columns of the same size and of exactly the same 


weight, with, in one case, the heavy material at a 
high level and in the other case with the heav\ 
material a low level, the centre of gravity of the 
former column, being nearer the surface, will mani- 
fest itself with a greater pull on the pendulum; these 
columns would be, however, in isostatic adjustment.?2 

Gilbert’s hypothesis thus differs slightly from the 
conception put ‘forth by Hayford and Bowie; for 
Gilbert assumes that there is still appreciable hetero- 
geneity in the more deep-seated parts of the earth, 
while Hayford and Bowie’s hypothesis assumes that 
in the nuclear mass density anomalies have practic- 
ally disappeared, and that there is below the depth 
of compensation an adjustment such as would exist in 
a mass composed of homogeneoits concentric shells. 

In order to make the Indian observations compar- 
able with those of the United States as a test of the 
theory of isostasy, Major H. L. Crosthwait?* has 
adopted Hayford’s system of computation and has 
applied it to 102 latitude stations and 18 longitude 
stations in India. He finds that the unexplained 
residuals in India are far more pronounced than they 
are in the United States, or, in other words, it would 
appear that isostatic conditions are much more nearly 
realised in America than in India. 

The number of observations considered in India is 
still too small for the formation of a detailed map of 
anomalies, but the country can be divided into broad 
areas which show that the mean anomalies are com- 
parable with those of the United States only over the 
Indian peninsula, which, being a mass of rock prac- 
tically undisturbed since early geological times, may 
be regarded safely as having approached isostatic 
equilibrium. To the north of the peninsula three 
districts form a wide band stretching west-north-west- 
wards from Calcutta, with mean residual anomalies 
of a positive kind, while to the north of this band lies 
the Himalayan belt, in which there is always a large 
negative residual. 

Colonel Burrard?* has considered the Himalayan 
and sub-Himalayan anomalies in a special memoir, 
and comes to the conclusion that the gravity deficiency 
is altogether too great to be due to a simple geosyn- 
clinal depression filled with light alluvium such as 
we generally regard the Gangetic trough to be. He 
suggests that the rapid change in gravity values near 
the southern margin of the Himalayan mass can be 
explained only on the assumption of the existence of 
a deep and narrow rift in the sub-crust parallel to 
the general Himalayan axis of folding. A single 


2% Itis interesting to note that the idea suggested by G. K. Gilbert in 
1913 was partly anticipated by Major H. L. Crosthwait in 1912 (“ Survey of 
India, Professional Paper,” No. 13, p. 5). Major Crosthwait, in discussing 
the similar gravity anomalies in India, remarks varenthetically : ‘* Assuming 
the doctrine of isostasy to hold, is it not possible that in any two columns of 
matter extending from the surface down to the depth of compensation there 
may be the same mass, and yet that the densitv may be very differently 
distributed in the two columns? These two columns, though in isostatic 
equilibrium, would act differently on the plumb-line owing to the unequal 
distribution of mass. 

‘*The drawback to treating this subject by hard and fast mathematical 
formule is that we are introducing into a discussion of the constitution of 
the earth’s crust a uniform method when, in reality, probably no uniformity 
exists.” 

23 ** Survey of India, Professional Paper,” No. 13, 1912. 
24 “ Survey of India, Professional Paper,” No. 12, 1912. 
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large rift of the kind an 
pustulates is a feature for 
parallel; but one must be careful not to be misled 
by the use of a term which, while conveying a definite 
mental impression to a mathematician, appears to be 
incongruous with our geological experience. There 
may be no such thing as a single large rift filled with 
light alluvial material, but it is possible that there 
may still be a series of deep-seated fissures that might 
afterwards become filled with mineral matter. 

\Vith this conception of a rift or a series of rifts, 


size that Colonel Burrard 
which we have no exact 


Colonel Burrard is led to reverse the ordinary 
mechanical conception of Himalayan folding. Instead 


now Of looking upon the folds as due to an over- 
thrust from the north, he regards the corrugations ta 
be the result of an under-creep of the sub-crust 
towards the north. Thus, according to this view, the 
Himalaya, instead of being pushed over like a 
gigantic rock-wave breaking on to the Indian Horst, 
is in reality being dragged away from the old penin- 
sula, the depression between being filled up gradually 
by the Gangetic alluvium. So far as the purely strati- 
graphical features are concerned, the effect would be 
ipproximately the same whether there is a superficial 
werthrust of the covering strata or whether there is 
a deep-seated withdrawal of the basement which is 
well below the level of observation. 

Since the Tibetan expedition of ten years ago we 
have been in possession of definite facts which show 
that to the north of the central crystalline axis of 
the Himalaya there lies a great basin of marine sedi- 
ments forming a fairly complete record from Palzxo- 
zic to Tertiary times, representing the sediments 
which were laid down in the great central Eurasian 
ocean to which Suess gave the name Tethys. We 
have thus so far been regarding the central crystalline 
axis of the Himalaya as approximately coincident 
with the old northern coast-line of Gondwanaland; 
but, if Colonel Burrard’s ideas be correct, the coast- 
line must have been very much further to the south 
before the Himalayan folding began. 

Representing what the Geological Survey of India 
regards as the orthodox view, Mr. H. H. Hayden 5 
has directed attention to some conclusions which, from 
our present geological knowledge, appear to be 
siange and improbable in Colonel Burrard’s con- 
clusions, and he also offers alternative explanations 
for the admitted geodetic facts. Mr. Hayden sug- 
gests, for instance, that the depth of isostatic com- 
pensation may be quite different under the Himalayan 
belt from that under the regions to the south. His 
assumptions, however, in this respect are, as pointed 
ut by Colonel G. P. Lenox Conyngham,”* at variance 
with the whole theory of isostasy. Mr. Hayden then 
suggests that most of the excessive anomalies would 
lisappear if we took into account the low specific 
gravity of the sub-Himalayan sands and gravels of 
Upper Tertiary age as well as of the Pleistocene and 
recent accumulations of similar material filling the 
Indo-Gangetic depression. It would not be at all 
inconsistent with our ideas derived from geology to 
regard the Gangetic trough as some three or four 
miles deep near its northern margin, thinning out 
gradually towards the undisturbed mass of the Indian 
peninsula, and Mr. R. D. Oldham,?’ .with this view, 
has also calculated the effect of such a wedge of 
lluvial material of low specific gravity, coming to 
the conclusion that the rapid change in deflection, on 
passing from the Lower Himalaya southward towards 
tle peninsula, can mainly be explained by the de- 
liciency of mass in the alluvium itself. 

It is obvious that, before seeking for any unusual 


°5 * Rec. Geol. Surv. Ind.,” vol. xliii., part 2, p. 138, 1913. 
“6 “* Records of the Survey of India,” vol. v., p. 1. 
*7 Proc. Roy. Soc., Series A, vol. xc., p. 32, 1914. 
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cause for the gravity anomalies, we ought to take 
into account the effect of this large body of alluvium 
which lies along the southern foot of the range. It 
is, however, by no means certain that a thick mass 


| of alluvial material, accumulated slowly and saturated 


with water largely charged with carbonate of lime, 
would have a specific gravity so appreciably lower 
than that of the rocks now exposed in the main mass 
of the Himalaya as to account for the residual 
anomalies. Some of the apparent deficiency in gravity 


| is due to this body of alluvium, but it will only be 


| if there is 


| pendulum ; 


after critical examination of the data and more pre- 
cise computation that we shall be in a position to say 
still room to entertain Colonel Burrard’s 
very interesting hypothesis. 

By bringing together the geological and geodetic 
results we notice five roughly parallel bands stretching 
across northern India. There (1) a band of ab- 
normal high gravity lying about 150 miles from the 
foot of the mountains, detected by the plumb-line and 
(2) the great depression filled by the 
Gangetic alluvium; (3) the continuous band of Ter- 
tiary rock, forming the sub-Himalaya, and separated 
by a great boundary overthrust from (4) the main 
mass of the Outer and Central Himalaya of old un- 
fossiliferous rock, with the snow-covered crystalline 
peaks flanked on the north by (5) the Tibetan basin 
of highly fossiliferous rocks formed in the great 
Eurasian mediterranean ocean that persisted up to 


is 


| nearly the end of Mesozoic times. 


‘nearly 5000 ft. 


That these leading features in North India can 
scarcely be without generic relationship one to another 
is indicated by the geological history of the area. 
Until nearly the end of the Mesozoic era the line of 
crystalline, snow-covered peaks now forming the 
Central Himalaya was not far from the shore-line 


| between Gondwanaland, stretching away to the south, 


and Tethys, the great Eurasian ocean. Near the end 
of Mesozoic times there commenced the great out- 
welling of the Deccan Trap, the remains of which, 
after geological ages of erosion, still cover an area 
of 200,000 square miles, with a thickness in places of 
Immediately after the outflow of this 
body of basic lava, greater in mass than any known 
eruption of the kind, the ocean flowed into North- 
West India and projected an arm eastwards to a little 
beyond the point at which the Ganges now emerges 
from the hills. Then followed the folding move- 
ments that culminated in the present Himalayan 
range, the elevation developing first on the Bengal 
side, and extending rapidly to the north-west until 
the folds extended in a great arc for some 1400 miles 
from south-east to north-west. 

New streams developed on the southern face of the 
new rising mass, and although the arm of the sea 
that existed in early Tertiary times became choked 
with silt, the process of subsidence continued, and the 
gradually subsiding depression at the foot of the hills 
as fast as it developed became filled with silt, sand, 
gravel, and boulders in increasing quantities as the 
hills became mountains and the range finally reached 
its present dimensions, surpassing in size all other 
features of the kind on the face of the globe. 

Now, it is important to remember that for ages 
before the great outburst of Deccan Trap occurred 
there was a continual unloading of Gondwanaland, 
and a continual consequent overloading of the ocean 
beds immediately to the north; that this process went 
on with a gradual rise on one side and a gradual 
depression on the other; and that somewhere near and 
parallel to the boundary line the crust must have been 
undergoing stresses which resulted in strain, and, as 
I suggest, the development of those fissures that let 
loose the floods of Deccan Trap and brought to an 
end the delicate isostatic balance. 
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During the secular subsidence of the northern shore 
line of Gondwanaland, accompanied by the slow 
accumulation of sediment near the shore and the 
gradual filing away of the land above sea-level, there 
must have been a gradual creep of the crust in a 
northerly direction. Near the west end of the Hima- 

layan arc this movement would be towards the north- 

west for a part of the time; at the east end the creep 

would be towards the north-north-east and north-east. 

Thus there would be a tendency from well back in 

Palzozoic times up to the end of the Cretaceous period 

for normal faults—faults of tension—to develop on the 

land, with a trend varying from W.S.W.-E.N.E. to 

W.N.W.-E.S.E. across the northern part of Gond- 

wanaland. We know nothing of the evidence now 

pigeon-holed below the great mantle of Gangetic allu- 

vium, while the records of the Himalayan region have 

been masked or destroyed by later foldings. But in 

the stratified rocks lying just south of the southern 

margin of the great alluvial belt we find a common 

tendency for faults to strike in this way across the 

present Peninsula of India. These faults have, for 

instance, marked out the great belt otf coalfields 

stretching for some 200 miles from east to west in the 

Damuda valley. On this, the east side of India, the 

fractures of tension have a general trend of W.N.W.— 

E.S.E. We know that these faults are later than the 

Permian period, but some of them certainly were not 

much later. 

If now we go westwards across the Central Prov- 
inces and Central India into the eastern part of the 
Bombay Presidency, we find records of this kind still 
more strikingly preserved; for where the Gondwana 
rocks, ranging from Permo-Carboniferous to Liassic 
in age, rest on the much older Vindhyan series, we 
find three main series of these faults. One series was 
developed before Permo-Carboniferous times; another 
traverses the lower Gondwanas, which range up to 
about the end of Permian times; while the third set 
affects the younger and Upper Gondwanas of about 
Rhetic or Liassic age. Although the present topo- 
graphy of the country follows closely the outlines of 
the geological formations, it is clear from the work of 
the Geological Survey of India that these outlines were 
determined in Mesozoic times, and that the move- 
ments which formed the latest series of faults were 
but continuations of those which manifested them- 
selves in Paleozoic times. According to Mr. J. G. 
Medlicott, the field data showed “that a tendency to 
yield in general east and west or more clearly north- 
east and south-west lines existed in this great area 
from the remote period of the Vindhyan fault.” 28 The 
author of the memoir and map on this area was cer- 
tainly not suspicious of the ideas of which I am now 
unburdening my mind; on the contrary, he attempted, 
and, with apologies, failed to reconcile his facts to. 
views then being pushed by the weight of ‘“‘ authority ” 
in Europe. This was not the last time that facts 
established in India were found (to use a_ field- 
geologist’s term) unconformably to lie on a basement 
of geological orthodoxy as determined by authority in 
Europe. It is important to notice that the series of 
faults referred to in the central parts of India are not 
mere local dislocations, but have a general trend for 
more than 250 miles. 

A fault must be younger, naturally, than the strata 
which it traverses, but how much younger can seldom 
be determined. Intrusive rocks of known age are thus 
often more useful in indicating the age of the fissures 
through which they have been injected, and conse- 
quently the dykes which were formed at the time of 
the eruption of the great Deccan Trap give another 
clue to the direction of stresses at this critical time, 

28 “Mem. Geol. Surv. Ind.,” vol. ii., 1860, part 2, p. 256. 
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that is, towards the end of the Cretaceous period 
when the northerly creep had reached its maximum, 
just before Gondwanaland was broken up. If, now, 
we turn to the geological maps of the northern part of 
Central India, the Central Provinces, and Bengal, we 
find that the old Vindhyan rocks of the Narbada 
valley were injected with hundreds of trap-dykes whict 
show a general W.S.W.-E.N.E. trend, and thus 
parallel to the normal tension faults, which we know 
were formed during the periods preceding the outburs: 
of the Deccan Trap. This general trend of faults and 
basic dykes is indicated on many of the published 
geological maps of India covering the northern part o! 
the peninsula, including Ball’s maps of the Ramgarh 
and Bokaro coalfields?® and of the Hutar coalfield,*’ 
Hughes’s Rewa Gondwana basin, *! Jones’s southern 
coalfields of the Satpura basin,** and Oldham’s general 
map of the Son valley.** 

We see, then, that the development of fissures with 
a general east-west trend in the northern part of 
Gondwanaland culminated at the end of the Cretaceous 
period, when they extended down, probably, to the 
basic magma lying below the crust either in a molten 
state, or in a state that would result in fluxion on th: 
relief of pressure. That the molten material came to 
the surface in a superheated and liquid condition is 
shown by the way in which it has spread out in 
hofizontal sheets over such enormous areas. Through- 
out this great expanse of lava there are no certain 
signs of volcanic centres no conical slopes around 
volcanic necks; and one might travel for more than 
400 miles from Poona to Nagpur over sheets of lava 
which are still practically horizontal. There is nothing 
exactly like this to be seen elsewhere to-day. The 
nearest approach to it is among the Hawaiian calderas, 
where the highly mobile basic lavas also show the 
characters of superfusion, glowing, according to J. D. 
Dana,** with a white heat, that is, at a temperature 
not less than about 1300° C. 

Mellard Reade has pointed out that the earth’s crust 
is under conditions of stress analogous to those of a 
bent beam, with, at a certain depth, a “level of no 
strain.” Above this level there should be a shell of 
compression, and under it a thicker shell of tension. 
The idea has been treated mathematically by C. Davi- 
son, G. H. Darwin, O. Fisher, and M. P. Rudski, and 
need not be discussed at present. Prof. R. A. Daly 
has taken advantage of this view concerning the dis- 
tribution of stresses in the crust to explain the facility 
for the injection of dykes and batholiths from the 
liquid, or potentially liquid, gabbroid magma _ below 
into the shell of tension.*® He also shows that the 
injection of large bodies of basic material into the shell 
of tension tends on purely mechanical grounds to the 
formation of a depression, or geosyncline. If this be 
so, are we justified in assuming that the heavy band 
following the southern margin of the Gangetic geo- 
syncline is a ‘“‘range” of such batholiths? The idea 
is not entirely new; for O. Fisher made the sugges- 
tion more than twenty years ago that the 
abnormal gravity at Kalianpur was due _ to 
“some peculiar influence (perhaps of a volcanic neck 
of basalt).’’ 

Daly’s suggestion, however, taken into account with 
the history of Gondwanaland, may explain the peculiar 
alignment of the heavy subterranean band, paralle! to 
the Gangetic depression and parallel to the general 
trend of the peninsular tension-faults and fissures that 


30 Jbid., vol. xv. 


29 Jbids, vol. vi., part 2. 
32 /bid., vol. xxiv. 


31 Jdid., vol. xxi., part 3. 

33 /did., vol. x¥xi., part 1. 

34 “Characteristics of Volcanoes,”’ 189r. p. 200. 

3 R. A. Daly, ‘‘ Abyssal Igneous Injection as a Causal Condition and 4s 
an Effect of Mountain Building,” Amer. Journ. Sci., xxii., September, 1906 


p- 205. 
35 “ Physics of the Earth’s Crust,” 2nd ed., 1889, p. 216. 
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followed the unloading of Gondwanaland and the 
heavy loading of the adjoining ocean bed along a band 
roughly parallel to the present Himalayan folds. 

R. S. Woodward objected that isostasy does not 
seem to meet the requirements of geological con- 
tinuity, for it tends rapidly towards stable equilibrium, 
and the crust ought therefore to reach a stage of 
repose early in geologic time.*’ If the process of 
denudation and rise, with adjoining deposition and 
-ubsidence, occurred on a solid globe, this objection 
might hold good. But it seems to me that the break- 
up of Gondwanaland and the tectonic revolutions that 
tollowed show how isostasy can defeat itself in the 
presence of a subcrustal magma actually molten or 
ready to liquefy on local relief of pressure. It is pos- 
sible that the protracted filing off of Gondwanaland 
brought nearer the surface what was once the local 
level of no-strain and its accompanying shell of 
tension. 

The conditions existing in northern Gondwanaland 
before late Mesozoic times must have been similar to 
those in south-west Scotland before the occurrence of 
the Tertiary eruptions, for the crust in this region was 
also torn by stresses in the S.W.-N.E. direction with 
the formation of a remarkable series of N.W.-S.E. 
dykes which give the 1-in. geological maps in this 
region a regularly striped appearance. 

There is no section of the earth’s surface which one 
can point to as being now subjected to exactly the 
same kind and magnitude of treatment as that to 
which Gondwanaland was exposed for long ages before 
the outburst of the Deccan Trap; but possibly the 
erosion of the Brazilian highlands and the deposition 
of the silt carried down by the Amazon, with its 
southern tributaries, and by the more eastern Araguay 
and Tocantins, may result in similar stresses which, 
if continued, will develop strains, and open the way 
for the subjacent magma to approach the surface or 
even to become extravasated, adding another to the 
small family of so-called fissure-eruptions. 

The value of a generalisation can be tested best by 
its trustworthiness as a basis for prediction. Nothing 
shows up the shortcomings of our knowledge about 
the state of affairs below the superficial crust so effec- 
tually as our inability to make any useful predictions 
about earthquakes or voicanic eruptions. For many 
years to come in this department .of science the only 
worker who will ever establish a claim to be called a 


prophet will be one in Cicero’s sense— he who guesses 
well.”” 


SECTION D. 
ZOOLOGY. 


OrentinGc BY Pror, ARTHUR DeENpy, D.Sc., 
F.R.S., PRESIDENT OF THE SECTION. 


Progressive Evolution and the Origin of Species. 

THE opening years of the present century have 
witnessed a remarkable development of biology as an 
experimental science, a development which, however 
full of promise it may be for the future, for the time 
being appears to have resulted in a widespread dis- 
turbance of ideas which have themselves only recently 
succeeded in gaining general acceptance. The theory 
of organic evolution, plainly enough enunciated at the 
close of the eighteenth and the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century by Buffon, Lamarck, and Erasmus 
Darwin, remained unconvincing to the great majority 
of thinking men until the genius of Charles Darwin 
not only brought together and presented the evidence 
in such a manner that it could no longer be ignored, 


37 “ Address to the Sect. of Mathematics and Astronomy of the Amer. 
Assoc.,” 1889. Smithsonian Report, r&go. p. 196. 
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| vanishing. 
| in general, whether scientific or lay, were so easily 


| but elaborated a logical explanation of the way in 
which organic evolution might be supposed to have 
taken place. Thanks to his labours and those of 
| Alfred Russel Wallace, supported by the powerful 
influence of such men as Huxley and Hooker, the 
theory was placed upon a firm foundation, in a posi- 
| tion which can never again be assailed with any 
| prospect of success. 

This statement is, I believe, entirely justified with 
| regard to the theory of organic evolution itself, but 
the case is very different when we come to investigate 
the position of the various subsidiary theories which 
have been put forward from time to time with regard 
to what may perhaps be termed the modus operandi, 
the means by which organic evolution has _ been 
effected. It is in this field that controversy rages more 
keenly than ever before. Lamarck told us that 
evolution was due to the accumulated results of indi- 
vidual effort in response to a changing environment, 
and also to the direct action of the environment 
upon the organism. Darwin and Wallace taught us 
that species originated by the natural selection of 
favourable variations, and under the influence of 
Weismann’s_ doctrine of the non-inheritance of 
acquired characters the theory of natural selection is 
in danger of becoming crystallised into an inflexible 
dogma. In recent years De Vries has told us that 
species arise by sudden mutations, and not by slow 
successive changes, while one of ihe most extreme 
exponents of ‘‘ Mendelism,” Prof. Lotsy, lately in- 
formed us that all species arise by crossing, and 
seriously suggested that the vertebrate type arose by 
the crossing of two invertebrates ! 

This curious and many-sided divergence of opinion 


| amongst expert biologists is undoubtedly largely due 
| to the introduction of experimental methods into bio- 


logical science. Such methods have proved very fruit- 


| ful in results which at first sight seem to be mutually 


contradictory, and each group of workers has built up 


| its own theory mainly on the basis of observations in 


its own restricted field. 

Prof. Bateson has said in his recently published 
Problems of Genetics’: ‘‘When . . . we contemplate 
the problem of evolution at large the hope at the 
present time of constructing even a mental picture of 
that process grows weak almost to the point of 

We are left wondering that so lately men 


satisfied. Our satisfaction, as we now see, was chiefly 


| founded on ignorance.” 


In view of this striking pronouncement on the part 
of one who has devoted his life with signal success 
to the experimental investigation of evolutionary 
problems, the remarks which I propose to lay before 
you for your consideration to-day may well appear 
rash and ill-advised. I cannot believe, however, that 
the position is really quite so black as it is painted. 
We must perforce admit that the divers theories with 
regard to the working of organic evolution cannot all 
be correct in all their details, but it may be that each 
contains its own elements of truth, and that if these 
elements can but be recognised and sorted out, they 
may perhaps be recombined in such a form as to afford 
at any rate a plausible working hypothesis. We must 
bear in mind from the outset that in dealing with such 
a complex problem many factors have to be taken into 
account, and that widely different views on the ques- 
tion may be merely one-sided and not necessarily 
mutually exclusive. 

I take it there are three principal facts, or groups 
of facts, that have to be accounted for by any theory 
of organic evolution :— ae j 

(1) The fact that, on the whole, evolution has taken 


1 “ Problems of Genetics,” p. 97. 
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place in a progressive manner along definite and 
divergent lines. 

(2) The fact that individual animals and plants are 
more or less precisely adapted in their organisation 
and in their behaviour to the conditions under which 
they have to live. 

(3) The fact that evolution has resulted in the exist- 
ence on the earth to-day of a vast number of more or 
less well-defined groups of animals and plants which 
we call species. 

The first of these facts appears to me to be the most 
fundamental, and at the same time the one to which 
least attention is usually paid. The great question, 
after all, is, Why do organisms progress at all instead 
of remaining stationary from generation to genera- 
tion? ‘To answer this question it is not necessary to 
go back to the beginning and consider the case of the 
first terrestrial organisms, whatever they may have 
been, nor are we obliged to take as illustrations the 
lowest organisms known to us as existing at the 
present day. We may consider the problem at any 
stage of evolution, for at each stage progress is, or 
may be, still taking place. We may even begin by 
considering what is usually regarded as the highest 
stage of all, man himself; and indeed this seems the 
most natural thing to do, for we certainly know more 
about the conditions of progress in man than in any 
other organism. I refer, of course, at the moment, 
not to progress in bodily organisation, but to progress 
in the ordinary sense of the word, the progress, say, 
of a family which rises in the course of a few genera- 
tions from a position of obscure poverty to one of 
wealth and influence. You may perhaps say that such 
a case has no bearing upon the problem of organic 
evolution in a state of nature, and that we ought to 
confine our attention to the evolution of bodily struc- 
ture and function. If so, I must reply that you have 
no right to limit the meaning of the term evolution in 
this manner; the contrast between man and nature is 
purely arbitrary; man is himself a living organism, 
and all the improvements that he effects in his own 
condition are part of the progress of evolution in his 
particular case. At any rate I must ask you to accept 
this case as our first illustration of a principle that 
may be applied to organisms in general. 

If we inquire into the cause of the progress of our 
human family I think there can be only one answer— 
it is due to the accumulation of capital, or, as I should 
prefer to put it, to the accumulation of potential 
energy, either in the form of material wealth or of 
education. What one generation saves is available 
for the next, and thus each succeeding generation gets 
a better start in life, and is able to rise a little higher 
than the preceding one. 

Every biologist knows, of course, that there are 
many analogous cases amongst the lower animals, 
and also amongst plants. The accumulation of food- 
yolk in the egg has undoubtedly been one of the chief 
factors in the progressive evolution of animals, 
although it has been replaced in the highest forms by 
a more effective method of supplying potential energy 
to the developing offspring. It may indeed be laid 
dow: as a general law that each generation, whether 
of animals or of plants, accumulates more energy than 
it requires for its own maintenance, and uses the 
surplus to give the next generation a start in life. 
There is every reason to believe that this has been a 
progressive process throughout the whole course of 
evolution, for the higher the degree or organisation 
the more perfect do we find the arrangements for 
securing the welfare of the offspring. 

We cannot, of course, trace this process back to its 
commencement, because we know nothing of the 
nature of the earliest living things, but we may pause 
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| light upon the subject. 
| How did the habit of accumulating surplus energy and 


lishes_ habits. 


| environment. 


for a moment to inquire whether any phenomena occur 
amongst simple unicelluiar organisms that throw any 
What we want to know is— 


handing it on to the next generation first arise ? 
Students of Prof. H. S. Jennings’s admirable work 


on the Behaviour of the Lower Organisms” will 


remember that his experiments have led him to the 
conclusion that certain Protozoa, such as Stentor, are 
able to learn by experience how to make prompt and 
effective responses to certain stimuli; that after the, 
have been stimulated in the same way a number of 
times they make the appropriate response at once 
without having to go through the whole process of 


| trial and error by which it was first attained. In 


other words, they are able by practice to perform a 
given action with less expenditure of energy. Some 
modification of the protoplasm must take place which 
renders the performance of an act the easier the 
oftener it has been repeated. The same is, of course, 
true in the case of the higher animals, and we express 
the fact most simply by saying that the animal estab- 
From the mechanistic point of view 
we might say that the use of the machine renders it 
more perfect and better adapted for its purpose. In 
the present state of our knowledge I think we cannot 
go beyond this, but must content ourselves with recog- 
nising the power of profiting by experience as a funda- 
mental property of living protoplasm. 

It appears to me that this power of profiting by 
experience lies at the root of our problem, and that 
in it we find a chief cause of progressive evolution. 
Jennings speaks of the principle involved here as the 
‘Law of the readier resolution of physiological states 
after repetition,’’ and, similarly, I think we mus: 
recognise a ‘“‘Law of the accumulation of surplus 
energy” as resulting therefrom. Let us look at the 
case of the accumulation of food-yolk by the egg-cell 
a little more closely from this point of view. Every 
cell takes in a certain amount of potential energy in 
the form of food for its own use. If it leads an activ: 
life, either as an independent organism or as a con- 
stituent part of an organism, it may expend by far the 
greater part, possibly even the whole, of that energ\ 
upon its own requirements, but usually something is 
left over to be handed down to its immediate descend- 
ants. If, on the other hand, the cells exhibits ver) 
little activity and expends very little energy, whil 
placed in an environment in which food is abundant. 
it will tend to accumulate surplus energy in excess ot 
its own needs. Such is the case: with the egg-cells 
of the multicellular animals and plants. Moreover, 
the oftener the process of absorbing food-material is 
repeated the easier does it become; in fact, the egg- 
cell establishes a habit of storing up reserve materia! 
or food-yolk. Inasmuch as it is a blastogenic char- 
acter, there can te no objection to the supposition tha: 
this habit will be inherited by future generations ©! 
egg-cells. Indeed we are obliged to assume that thi- 
will be the case, for we know that the protoplasm « 
each succeeding generation of egg-cells is directly con- 
tinuous with that of the preceding generation. \\ 
thus get at any rate a possibility of the progressi\ 
accumulation of potential energy in the germ-cells « 
successive generations of multicellular organisms, an: 
of course, the same argument holds good with regia: 
to successive generations of Protista. 

It would seem that progressive evolution must follc\ 
as a necessary result of the law of the accumulatio 
of surplus energy in all cases where there is nothin 
to counteract that law, for each generation gets 
better start than its predecessor, and is able to car: 
on a little further its struggle for existence with th: 
It may be said that this argume: 
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proves too much, that if it were correct all organisms 
would by this time have attained to a high degree of 
organisation, and that at any rate we should not expect 
to find such simple organisms as bacteria and Amoebze 
still surviving. This objection, which, of course, 
applies equally to other theories of organic evolution, 
falls to the ground when we consider that there must 
be many factors of which we know nothing which 
may prevent the establishment of progressive habits 
and render impossible the accumulation of surplus 
energy. Many of the lower organisms, like many 
human beings, appear to have an inherent incapacity 
for progress, though it may be quite impossible for 
us to say to what that incapacity is due. 

It will be observed that in the foregoing remarks I 
have concentrated attention upon the storing up ef 
reserve material by the egg-cells, and in so doing have 
avoided the troublesome question of the inheritance 
of so-called acquired characters. I do not wish it to 
be supposed, however, that I regard this as the only 
direction in which the law of the accumulation of 
surplus energy can manifest itself, for I believe that 
the accumulation of surplus energy by the body may 
be quite as important as a factor in progressive evolu- 
tion as the corresponding process in the’ germ-cells 
themselves. The parents, in the case of the higher 
animals, may supply surplus energy, in the form of 
nutriment or otherwise, to the offspring at all stages 
of its development, and the more capital the young 
animal receives the better will be its chances in life, 
and the better those of its own offspring. 

In all these processes, no doubt, natural selection 
plays an important part, but, in dealing with the 
accumulation of food material by the egg-cells, one 
of my objects has been to show that progressive 
evolution would take place even if there were no such 
thing as natural selection, that the slow successive 
variations in this case are not chance variations, but 
due to a fundamental property of living protoplasm 
and necessarily cumulative. 

Moreover, the accumulation of surplus energy in the 
form of food-yolk is only one of many habits which 
the protoplasm of the germ-cells may acquire in a 
cumulative manner. It may learn by practice to re- 
spond with increased promptitude and precision to 
other stimuli besides that of the presence of nutrient 
material in its environment. It may learn to secrete 
a protective membrane, to respond in a particular 
manner to the presence of a germ-cell of the opposite 
sex, and to divide in a particular manner after fer- 
tilisation has taken place. 

Having thus endeavoured to account for the fact 
that progressive evolution actually occurs by attribut- 
ing it primarily to the power possessed by living proto- 
plasm of learning by experience and thus establishing 
habits by which it is able to respond more quickly to 
environmental stimuli, we have next to inquire what 
it is that determines the definite lines along which 
progress manifests itself. 

Let us select one of these lines and investigate it 
as fully as the time at our disposal will permit, with 
the view of seeing whether it is possible to formulate a 
reasonable hypothesis as to how evolution may have 
taken place. Let us take the line which we believe 
has led up to the evolution of air-breathing verte- 
brates. The only direct evidence at our disposal in 
such a case is, of course, the evidence of paleontology, 
but IT am going to ask you to allow me to set this 
evidence, which, as you know, is of an extremely 
fragmentary character, aside, and base my remarks 
upon the ontogenetic evidence, which, although in- 
direct, will, I think, be found sufficient for our pur- 
pose. One reason for concentrating our attention 


upon this aspect of the problem is that I wish to show 
that the recapitulation of phylogenetic history in indi- 
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: vidual development is a logical necessity if evolution 


has really taken place. 

We may legitimately take the nucleated Protozoon 
cell as our starting point, for, whatever may have been 
the course of evolution that led up to the cell, there 
can be no question that all the higher organisms 


| actually start life in this condition. 


We suppose, then, that our ancestral Protozoon 
acquired the habit of taking in food material in excess 
of its own requirements, and of dividing into two parts 
whenever it reached a certain maximum size. Here 
again we must, for the sake of simplicity, ignore the 
facts that even a Protozoon is by no means a simple 
organism, and that its division, usually at any rate, 
is a very complicated process. Each of the daughter- 
cells presently separates from its sister-cell and goes its 
own way as a complete individual, still a Protozoon. 
It seems not improbable that the separation may be 
due to the renewed stimulus of hunger, impelling each 
cell to wander actively in search of food. In some 
cases, however, the daughter-cells remain together 
and form a colony, and probably this habit has been 
rendered possible by a sufficient accumulation of surplus 
energy in the form of food-yolk on the part of the 
parent rendering it unnecessary for: the daughter-cells 
to separate in search of food at such an early date. 
One of the forms of colony met with amongst existing 
Protozoa is the hollow sphere, as we see it, for 
example, in Spherozoum and Volvox, and it is highly 
probable that the assumption of this form is due 
largely, if not entirely, to what are commonly called 
mathematical causes, though we are not in a position 
to say exactly what these causes may be. The wide- 
spread occurrence of the blastosphere or blastula stage 
in ontogeny is a sufhciently clear indication that the 
hollow, spherical Protozoon colony formed a stage in 
the evolution of the higher animals. 

By the time our ancestral organism has reached 
this stage, and possibly even before, a new complica- 
tion has arisen. The cells of which the colony is com- 
posed no longer remain all alike, but become differ- 
entiated, primarily into two groups, which we distin- 
guish as somatic-cells and germ-cells respectively. 

From this point onwards evolution ceases to be a 
really continuous process, but is broken up into a 
series of ontogenies, at the close of each of which the 
organism has to go back and make a fresh start in 
the unicellular condition, for the somatic cells sooner 
or later become exhausted in their conflict with the 
environment and perish, leaving the germ-cells be- 
hind to take up the running. That the germ-cells do 
not share the fate of the somatic cells must be attri- 
buted to the fact that they take no part in the 
struggle for existence to which the body is exposed. 
They simply multiply and absorb nutriment under the 
protection of the body, and therefore retain their 
potential energy unimpaired. They are in actual fact, 
as is so often said, equivalent to so many protozoa, 
and, like the protozoa, are endowed with a potential 
immortality. 

We know that, if placed under suitable conditions, 
or in other words, if exposed to the proper environ- 
mental stimuli, these germ-cells will give rise to new 
organisms, like that in the body of which they were 
formerly enclosed. One of the necessary conditions 
is, with rare exceptions, the union of the germ-ceils 
in pairs to form zygotes or fertilised ova; but I pro- 
pose, in the first instance, for the sake of simplicity, 
to leave out of account the existence of the sexual 
process and the results that follow therefrom, post- 
poning the consideration of these to a later stage of 
our inquiry. I wish, moreover, to make it quite clear 
that organic evolution must have taken place if no 
such event as amphimixis had ever occurred. 

What, then, may the germ-cells be expected to do? 
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How are they going to begin their development? In 
endeavouring to answer this question we must re- 
member that the behaviour of an organism at any 
moment depends upon two sets of factors—the nature 
of its own constitution on one hand, and_ the 
nature of its environment on the other. If these 
factors are identical for any two individual organisms, 
then the behaviour of these two individuals must be 
the same. If the germ-cells of any generation are 
identical with those of the preceding generation, and 
if they develop under identical conditions, then the 
soma of the one generation must also be identical 
with that of the other.?. Inasmuch as they are parts 
of the same continuous germ-plasm—leaving out of 
account the complications introduced by amphimixis— 
we may assume that the germ-cells of the two genera- 
tions are indeed identical in neariy every respect; 
but there will be a slight difference, due to the fact 
that those of the later generation will have inherited 
a rather larger supply of initial energy and a slightly 
greater facility for responding to stimuli of various 
kinds, for the gradual accumulation of these proper- 
ties will have gone a stage further. The environment 
also will be very nearly identical in the two cases, for 
we know from experiment that if it were not the 
organism could not develop at all. 

Throughout the whole course of its ontogeny the 
organism must repeat with approximate accuracy the 
stages passed through by its ancestors, because at 
every stage there will be an almost identical organism 
exposed to almost identical stimuli. We may, how- 
ever, expect an acceleration of development and a 
slight additional progress at the end of ontogeny as 
the result of the operation of the law of the accumula- 
tion of surplus energy and of the slightly increased 
facility in responding to stimuli. The additional pro- 
gress, of course, will probably be so slight that from 
one generation to the next we should be quite unable 
to detect it, and doubtless there will be frequent back- 
slidings due to various causes. 

We can thus formulate a perfectly reasonable ex- 
planation of how it is that the egg first undergoes 
segmentation and then gives rise to a blastula resem- 
bling a hollow protozoon colony; it does so simply 
because at every stage it must do what its ancestors 
did under like conditions. We can also see that 
progressive evolution must follow from the gradual 
accumulation of additions at the end of each ontogeny, 
these additions being rendered possible by the better 
start which each individual gets at the commencement 
of its career. 

Let us now glance for a moment at the next stage 
in phylogeny, the conversion of the hollow spherical 
protozoon colony into the ccelenterate type of organ- 
isation, represented in ontogeny by the process of 
gastrulation. Here again it is probable that this 
process is explicable to a large extent upon mechanical 
principles. According to Rhumbler,* the migration 
of endoderm cells into the interior of the blastula is 
partly due to chemotaxis and partly to changes of 
surface tension, which decreases on the inner side 
of the vegetative cells owing to chemical changes set 
up in the blastoccel fluid. 

We may, at this point, profitably ask the question, 
Is the endoderm thus formed an inherited feature of 
the organism? The material of which it is com- 
posed is, of course, derived from the egg-cell con- 
tinuously by repeated cell-division, but the way in which 
that material is used by the organism depends upon 
the environment, and we know from experiment that 
modifications of the environment actually do produce 

2 This is, of course, a familiar idea. Compare Driesch, ‘‘Gifford Lectures,” 


3 Quoted by Przibram, ‘‘ Experimental Zoology,” English Trans., Parti., 
47- 
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corresponding modifications in the arrangement of the 
material. We know, for example, that the addition 
of salts of lithium to the water in which certain 
embryos are developing causes the endoderm to be 
protruded instead of invaginated, so that we get a 
kind of inside-out gastrula, the well-known lithium 
larva. 

It appears, then that an organism really inherits 
from its parents two things: (1) a certain amount of 
protoplasm loaded with potential energy, with which 
to begin operations, and (2) an appropriate environ- 
ment. ~ Obviously the one is useless without the other. 
An egg cannot develop unless it is provided with the 
proper environment at every stage. Therefore, when 
we say that an organism inherits a particular char- 
acter from its parents, all we mean is that it inherits 
the power to produce that character under the influence 
of certain environmental stimuli. The inheritance 
of the environment is of at least as much importance 
as the inheritance of the material of which the 
organism is composed. The latter, indeed, is only 
inherited to a very small extent, for the amount of 
material in the egg-cell may be almost infinitesimal 
in comparison with the amount present in the adult, 
nearly the whole of which is captured from the en- 
vironment and assimilated during ontogeny. 

From this point of view the distinction between 
somatogenic and blastogenic characters really dis- 
appears, for all the characters of the adult organism 
are acquired afresh in each generation as a result of 
response to environmental stimuli during develop- 
ment. This is clearly indicated by the fact that you 
cannot change the stimuli without changing the 
result. 

Time forbids us to discuss the phylogenetic stages 
through which the ccelenterate passed into the ccelo- 
mate type, the ccelomate into the chordate, and the 
chordate into the primitive vertebrate. We must 
admit that as yet we know nothing of the particular 
causes that determined the actual course of evolution 
at each successive stage. What we do know, how- 
ever, about the influence of the environment, both 
upon the developing embryo and upon the adult, is 
sufficient to justify us in believing that every succes- 
sive modification must have been due to a response 
on the part of the organism to some environmental 
change. Even if the external conditions remained 
practically identical throughout long periods of time. 
we must remember that the internal conditions would 
be different in each generation, because each genera- 
tion starts with a slightly increased capital and carrie~ 
on its development a little further under interna! 
conditions modified accordingly. 

At this point it may be asked, Is the response t 
environmental stimuli a purely mechanical one, and, 
if so, h can we account for the fact that at ever) 
stage in iis evolution the organism is adapted to its 
environment? We shall have to return to this ques- 
tion later on, but it may be useful to point out one 
more that there is good reason to believe—especially 
from the experimental work of Jennings—that the 
response of even a unicellular organism to stimuli is 
to a large extent purposive; that the organism learns 
by experience, by a kind of process of trial and error. 
how to make the response most favourable to itself 
under any given change of conditions; in other words, 
that the organism selects those modes of response that 
are most conducive to its own well-being. Under the 
term response to stimuli we must, of course, include 
those responses of the living protoplasm which result 
in modifications of bodily structure, and hence the 
evolution of bodily structure will, on the whole, be 


4 Compare Dr. Archdall Reid’s suggestive essay on ‘‘ Biological Terms” 
(Bedrock, January, 1914). 
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of an adaptive character and will follow definite lines 
There is good reason for believing, however, that 
many minor modifications in structure may arise and 
persist, incidentally as it were, that have no signi- 
ficance as adaptations. 

One of the most remarkable and distinctive features 
of the lower vertebrates is the presence of gill-slits 
as accessory organs of respiration. These gill-slits 
are clearly an adaptation to aquatic life. When the 
ancestors of the higher vertebrates left the water and 
took to life on land the gills disappeared and, .were 
replaced by lungs, adapted for air-breathing. The 
change must, of course, have been an extremely 
gradual one, and we get a very clear indication of how 
it took place in the surviving dipnoids, which have 
remained in this respect in an intermediate condition 
between the fishes and the amphibia, possessing and 
using both gills and lungs. 

We also know that even the most highly specialised 
air-breathing vertebrates, which never live in water 
and never require gills or gill-slits at all, nevertheless 
possess very distinct gill-slits during a certain period 
of their development. This is one of the most familiar 
illustrations of the Jaw of recapitulation, and my only 
excuse for bringing it forward now is that I wish, 
before going further, to consider a difficulty—perhaps 
more apparent than real—that arises in connection 
with such cases. 

It might be argued that if gill-slits arose in response 
to the stimuli of aquatic life, and if these stimuli 
are no longer operative in the case of air-breathing 
vertebrates, then gill-slits ought not to be developed 
at any stage of their existence. This argument is, I 
think, fully met by the following considerations. 

At any given moment of ontogenetic development 
the condition of any organ is merely the last term 
of a series of morphogenetic stages, while its environ- 
ment at the same moment—which, of course, includes 
its relation to all the other organs of the body—is 
likewise merely the last term of a series of environ- 
mental stages. We have thus two parallel series of 
events to take into consideration in endeavouring to 
account for the condition of any part of an organism 
—or of the organism as a whole—at any period of its 
existence :— 

E, E, E, ... E, environmental stages 
M, M, M, morphogenetic ,, 

Ontogeny is absolutely conditioned by the proper 
correlation of the stages of these two series at every 
point, and hence it is that any sudden change of en- 
vironment is usually attended by disastrous conse- 
quences. Thus, after the fish-like ancestors of air- 
breathing vertebrates had left the water and become 
amphibians, they doubtless still had to go back to the 
water to lay their eggs, in order that the eggs might 
have the proper conditions for their development. — 

Obviously the environment can only be altered with 
extreme slowness, and one of the first duties of the 
parent is to provide for the developing offspring con- 
ditions as nearly as possible identical with those 
under which its own development took place. It is, 
however, inevitable that, as phylogenetic evolution 
progresses, the conditions under which the young 
organism develops should change. In the first place, 
the mere tendency to acceleration of development, to 
which we have already referred, must tend to dislo- 
cate the correlation between the ontogenetic series and 
the environmental series. Something of this kind 
seems to have taken place in the life-cycle of many 
hydrozoa, resulting in the suppression of the free 
medusoid generation and the gradual degeneration of 
the gonophore. But it is probably in most cases 
change in the environment of the adult that is 
responsible for such dislocation. 
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To return to the case of the amphibians. At the 
present day some amphibians, such as the newts and 
frogs, still lay their eggs in water, while the closely 
related salamanders retain them in the oviducts until 
they have developed into highly organised aquatic 
larve, or even what is practically the adult condition. 
Kammerer has shown that the period at which the 
young are born can be varied by changing the en- 
vironment of the parent. In the absence of water 
the normally aquatic larvz of the spotted salamander 
may be retained in the oviduct until they have lost 
their gills, and they are then born in the fully-de- 
veloped condition, while, conversely, the alpine sala- 
mander, of which the young are normally born in the 
fully-developed state, without gills, may be made to 
deposit them prematurely in water in the larval, gill- 
bearing condition. 

There can be no doubt that the ancestral amphibians 
laid their eggs in water in a completely undeveloped 
condition. The habit of retaining them in the body 
during their development must have arisen very 
gradually in the phylogenetic history of the sala- 
manders, the period for which the young were retained 
growing gradually longer and longer. It is obvious 
that this change of habit involves a_ corresponding 
change in the environmental conditions under which 
the young develop, and in cases in which the young 
are not born until they have reached practically the 
adult condition this change directly affects practically 
the whole ontogeny. We may say that the series 

E, E, Es; see ess E,, has become 
and as the change of environment must produce its 
effect upon the developing organism the series 


M, M3 se... M, will have become 
We must remember that throughout the whole 


course of phylogenetic evolution this series is con- 
stantly lengthening, so that what was the adult con- 
dition at one time becomes an embryonic stage in 
future generations, and the series thus represents 
not only the ontogeny, but also, though in a more or 
less imperfect manner, the phylogeny of the organism. 

The character of each stage in ontogeny must 
depend upon (1) the morphological and physiological 
constitution of the preceding stage, and (2) the nature 
of the environment in which development is taking 
place. We cannot, however, distinguish sharply be- 
tween those two sets of factors, for, in a certain sense, 
the environment gradually becomes incorporated in 
the organism itself as development proceeds, each part 
contributing to the environment of all the remainder, 
and the influence of this internal portion of the en- 
vironment ever becoming more and more important. 
The whole process of evolution depends upon 
changes of environmert taking place so gradually 
that the necessary self-adjustment of the organism at 
every stage is possible. In the case of our amphibia 
the eggs could possibly undergo the first stages of 
development, the preliminary segmentation, within 
the oviduct of the parent just as well as in the water, 
for in both cases they would be enclosed in their 
envelopes, and the morphological differences between 
the early stages in the two cases might be expected 
to be quite insignificant. But it must be the same 
at each term of the series, for each term is built upon 
the foundation of the preceding one, and the whole 
process takes place by slow and imperceptible degrees. 
It is true that by the time We reach the formation 
of the vestigial gill-slits in the embyro of one of the 
higher vertebrates the environmenta! conditions are 
very different from those under which gill-slits were 


| developed in their aquatic ancestors. 
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Are not the gill-slits also very different? The changed 
environment has had its effect. The gills themselves 
are never developed, and the gill-slits never become 
functional; moreover, they disappear completely at 
later stages of development, when the conditions of 
life become still more different and their presence 
would be actually detrimental to their possessor. The 
embyro with the vestigial gill-slits is, as a whole, 
perfectly well adapted to its environment, though the 
gill-slits themselves have ceased to be adaptive char- 
acters. They still appear because the environmental 
conditions, and especially the internal conditions, 
which have now become far more important than the 
external ones, are still such as to cause them to do so. 

I think the chief difficulty in forming a mental 
picture of the manner in which evolution has taken 
place, and especially in accounting for the phenomenon 
of recapitulation in ontogeny, which is merely another 
aspect of the same problem, arises from attempting 
to take in too much at cnce. There is no difficulty 
in understanding how any particular stage is related 
to the corresponding stage in the previous genera- 
tion, and the whole series of stages, whether looked 
at from the ontogenetic or from the phylogenetic point 
of view, can be nothing else but the sum of its suc- 
cessive terms. 

It will be convenient, before going further, to sum 
up the results at which we have so far arrived from 
the point of view of the theory of heredity. We have 
as yet seen no reason to distinguish between somato- 
genic and blastogenic characters. All the characters 
of the adult animal are acquired during ontogeny as 
the result of the reaction of the organism to environ- 
mental stimuli, both internal and external. All that 
the organism actually inherits is a certain amount of 
protoplasm—endowed with a certain amount of energy 
—and a certain sequence of environmental conditions. 
In so far as these are identical in any two successive 
generations the final result must be identical also, the 
child must resemble the parent; in so far as they 
are different the child will differ from the parent, 
but the differences in environment cannot be very great 
without preventing development altogether. 

So far, it is clear, there has been no need to think of 
the germ-cells as the bearers of material factors or 
determinants that are responsible for the appearance 
of particular characte-s in the adult organism; nor 
yet to suppose that they are, to use the phraseology 
of the mnemic theory of heredity, charged with the 
memories of past generations. They have been re- 
garded as simple protoplasmic units, and the entire 
ontogeny has appeared as the necessary result of the 
reaction between the organism and its environment at 
each successive stage of development. This cannot, 
however, be a complete explanation of ontogeny, for 
if it were we should expect all eggs, when allowed to 
develop under the same conditions from start to finish, 
to give rise to the same adult form. and this we know 
is not the case. We know also, from observation 
and experiment, that the egg is in reality by no means 
a simple thing but an extremely complex one, and 
that different parts of the egg may be definitely cor- 
related with corresponding parts of the adult body. 
It has been demonstrated in certain cases that the 
egg contains special organ-forming substances de- 
finitely located in the cytoplasm, and that if these 
are removed definite parts of the organism into which 
the egg develops will be missing. We know, also, 
that the nucleus of the germ-cell of either sex con- 
tains—at any rate, at certain periods—a number of 
perfectly well-defined bodies, the chromosomes, and 
these also have been definitely correlated in certain 
cases with special features of the adult organisation. 

Before we can hope to complete our mental picture 
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of the manner in which organic evolution has taken 
place, if only in outline, it is evident that we must 
be able to account for the great complexity of struc- 
ture which the germ-cells themselves have managed 
to acquire, and also to form some idea of the effect 
of this complication upon the development of both 
the individual and the race. : 

We must consider the origin of cytoplasmic and 
nuclear complications of the egg separately, for they 
appear to be due fundamentally to two totally distinct 
sets of factors. In the first place we have to re- 
member that during oogenesis the egg-cell grows to 
a relatively large size by absorbing nutrient material 
from the body in which it is enclosed. It is this 
nutrient material that is used for building up the 
deutoplasm or food-yolk. There is good reason for 
believing that the character of this nutrient material 
will change, during the course of evolution, pari passu 
with the changing character of the organism by which 
it is supplied. Doubtless the change is of a chemical 
nature, for we know from precipitin experiments that 
the body fluids of closely allied species, or even of the 
two sexes of the same species, do exhibit distinctly 
recognisable differences in chemical composition. It 
also appears highly probable, if not certain, from 
such experiments as those of Agar upon Simocephalus, 
that substances taken in with the food, which 
bring about conspicuous modifications of bodily struc- 
ture, may at the same time be absorbed and stored 
up by the egg-cells so as to bring about corresponding 
changes in the adults into which the eggs develop. 

There seems therefore to be no great difficulty in 
comprehending, at any rate in a general way, how 
the egg may become the repository of definite chemical 
substances, organ-forming substances if we like to 
call them so, possibly to be classed with the hormones 
and enzymes, which will influence the development in 
a particular manner as soon as the appropriate con- 
ditions arise. 

Unfortunately, time will not allow of our following 
up this line of thought on the present occasion, but 
we may notice, before passing on, that with the 
accumulation of organ-forming substances in the egg 
we have introduced the possibility of changes in 
bodily structure, to whatever cause they may be due, 
being represented by correlated modifications in the 
germ-cells, and this is doubtless one of the reasons 
why the germ-cells of different animals are not all 
alike with regard to their potentialities of develop- 
ment.® 

We now come to the question of how the nucleus 
of the germ-cell acquired its great complexity of 
structure. We are not concerned here with the origin 
of the differentiation into nucleus and cytoplasm and 
the respective parts played by the two in the life of 
the cell. The problem which we have to consider is 
the complication introduced by the sexual process, by 
the periodically recurring union of the germ-cells in 
pairs, or, as Weismann has termed it, amphimixis. 
This is well kncwn to be essentially a nuclear pheno- 
menon, in which the so-called chromatin substance is 
especially concerned, and it is a phenomenon whic! 
must have made its appearance at a very early stag’ 
of evolution, for it is exhibited in essentially the sam« 
manner alike in the higher plants and animals and 
in unicellular organisms. 

Let us suppose, for the sake of argument, that when 
amphimixis first took place the chromatin of eac’: 
germ-cell was homogeneous, but that it differed 
sightly in different germ cells of the same species as 
a result of exposure to slightly different condition: 
during its past history. What would be likely t> 


happen when two different samples of chromatin cam” 


5 Compare Cunningham's “ Hormone Theory” of Heredity (‘‘ Archiv { © 
' Entwickl hanik der Organismen,” Bd. xxvi., Heft 3). 
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tugether in the zygotey The result would surely 
depend upon the interaction of the complex colloidal 
multimolecules of which the chromatin is composed. 
Various possibilities would arise. (1) ‘The two samples 
might differ in such a way as to act as poisons to 
one another, disturbing eacn other’s molecular equili- 
brium to such an extent that neither could survive. 
This is possibly what happens when an ovum is fer- 
tilised by a spermatozoon of a distinct species, though 
there are, of course, exceptions. (2) They might be 
so alike as to be able to amalgamate more or less 
completely, so that there would simply be an increase 
of chromatin of possibly more or less modified con- 
stitution. (3) Lhey might continue to exist side by 
side, each maintaining its own individual character. 

In the third case the union of the two different 
samples would give rise to a mass of chromatin of 
‘wotold nature, and repetition of the process from 
veneration to generation would, as Weismann has 
shown, result in ever-increasing heterogeneity, until 
the chromatin came to consist of a great number of 
different concrete particles, each of which might con- 
ceivably differ from all the others. But when two 
heterogeneous masses of chromatin meet in the zygote 
there may be all sorts of mutual attractions and 
repulsions between the different colloidal multimole- 
cules, for all three of our supposed cases may arise 
simultaneously, and thus the results may become 
extremely complicated. 

The chromatin of the germ-cells in all existing 
organisms is undoubtedly heterogeneous, and_ this 
heterogeneity may be to some extent visibly expressed 
in its arrangement in more or less multiform chromo- 
somes during mitosis. We may provisionally accept 
Weismann’s view that these chromosomes are them- 
selves heterogeneous, being composed of chromomeres 
or ids, Which in their turn are composed of deter- 
minants. 

All this complexity of structure may be attributed 
to the effects of oft-repeated amphimixis, a view which 
is supported in the most striking manner by the fact 
that the nucleus in all ordinary somatic cells (in 
animals and in the diploid generation of plants) has 
a double set of chromosomes, one derived from the 
male and the other from the female parent, and by 
the well-known phenomenon of chromatin reduction 
which always precedes amphimixis. 

When we approach the problem of heredity from 
the experimental side we get very strong evidence of 
the existence in the germ-plasm of definite material 
substances associated with the inheritance of special 
characters. Mendelian workers generally speak of 
these substances as factors, but the conception of 
factors is evidently closely akin to that of Weismann’s 
hypothetical determinants. The cytological evidence 
fits in very well with the view that the factors in 
question may be definite material particles, and it is 
quite possible that such particles may have a specific 
chemical constitution to which their effects upon the 
developing organism are due. 

From our point of view the interesting thing is the 
possibility that arises through the sexual process of 
the permutation and -combination of different factors 
derived from different iines of descent. A germ-cell 
mav receive additions to its collection of factors or 
be subject to subtractions therefrom, and in either case 
the resulting organism may be more or less con- 
spicuously modified. 

By applying the method of experimental hybridisa- 
tion a most fruitful and apparently inexhaustible field 
of research has been opened up in this direction, in 
the development of which no one has taken a more 
active part than the present President of the British 
Association. There cannot be the slightest doubt that 
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called the Mendelian manner, and, as they are capable 
of being separately inherited and interchanged with 
others by hybridisation, we are justified in believing 
| that they are separately represented in the germ-cells 
by special factors. Important as this result is, I 
| believe that at the present time there exists a distinct 
danger of exaggerating its significance. The fact that 
many new and apparently permanent combinations of 
characters may arise through hybridisation, and that 
the organisms thus produced have all the attributes of 
what we call distimct species, does not justify us in 
accepting the grotesque view—as it appears to me 
that all species have arisen by crossing, or even the 
view that the organism is entirely built up of separately 
transmissible ‘‘ unit characters.”’ 

Bateson tells us that ‘‘Baur has for example 
crossed species so unlike as Antirrhinum majus and 
molle, forms differing from each other in almost every 
feature of organisation.’”’ Surely the latter part of 
this statement cannot be correct, for after all Antir- 
rhinum majus and molle are both snapdragons, and 
exhibit all the essential characters of snapdragons. 

I think it is a most significant fact that the only 
characters which appear to be inherited in Mendelian 
fashion are comparatively trivial features of the 
organism which must have arisen during the last 
stages of phylogeny. This is necessarily the case, for 
any two organisms sufficiently nearly related to be 
capable of crossing are identical as regards the vast 
majority of their characters. It is only those few 
points in which they differ that remain to be experi- 
mented on. Moreover, the characters in question 
appear to be all non-adaptive, having no obvious rela- 
tion to the environment and no particular value in 
the struggle for existence. They are clearly what 
Weismann calls blastogenic characters, originating 
in the germ-plasm, and are probably identical with 
the mutations of de Vries. These latter are ap- 
parently chromatin-determined characters, for, as Dr. 
Gates has recently shown in the case of Cénothera, 
mutation may result from abnormal distribution of the 
chromosomes in the reduction division.® 

We have next to inquire whether or not the Men- 
delian results are really in any way inconsistent with 
the general theory of evolution outlined in the earlier 
part of this address. Here we are obviously face to 
face with the old dispute between epigenesis and pre- 
formation. The theory of ontogeny which I first put 
forward is clearly epigenetic in character, while the 
theory of unit characters, represented in the germ- 
cells by separate ‘‘factors,’’ is scarcely less clearly a 
theory of preformation, and of course the conception 
of definite organ-forming substances in the cytoplasm 
falls under the same category. The point which I 
now wish to emphasise is that the ideas of epigenesis 
and preformation are not inconsistent with one 
another, and that, as a matter of fact, ontogenetic 
development is of a dual nature, an _ epigenesis 
modified by what is essentially preformation. 


| a vast number of characters are inherited in what is 


We have already dealt briefly with the question of 


organ-forming substances in the cytoplasm, and it 


must, I think, be clear that the existence of these is 
in no way incompatible with a fundamental epi- 
genesis. We shall find directly that the same is true 
of Mendelian ‘factors’? or Weismannian ‘‘deter- 
minants.”’ 

We have seen that it is possible to conceive of even 
a complex organism as inheriting nothing from its 
parent but a minute speck of protoplasm, endowed 
with potential energy, and a sequence of suitable 
environments, the interaction between the two bring- 
ing about a similar result in each succeeding genera- 


6 Quarterly Jcurnal ef Microscopical Science, vol. \ix., p. 357 
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tion, with a slow progressive evolution due to the 
operation of the law of accumulation of surplus 
energy. If any of the conditions of development 
are changed the result, as manifested in the organisa- 
tion of the adult, must undergo a corresponding 
modification. Suppose that the chromatin substance 
of the zygote is partially modified in molecular con- 
stitution, perhaps by the direct action of the environ- 
ment, as appears to happen in the case of Tower’s 
experiments on mutation in. the potato beetle, or by 
the introduction of a different sample of chromatin 
from another individual by hybridisation. What is 
the germ-plasm now going to do? When and how 
may the changes that have taken place in its con- 
stitution be expected to manifest themselves in the 
developing organism ? 

Let us consider what would be likely to happen in 
the first stages of ontogeny. If the germ-plasm had 
remained unaltered the zygote would have divided 
into blastomeres under the stimuli of the same con- 
ditions, both internal and external, as those under 
which the corresponding divisions took place in pre- 
ceding generations. Is the presence of a number of 
new colloidal multimolecules in the germ-plasm going 
to prevent this? The answer to this question probably 
depends partly upon the proportion that the new multi- 
molecules bear to the whoie mass, and partly upon the 
nature of the modification that has taken place. If 
the existence of the new multimolecules is incom- 
patible with the proper functional activity of the 
germ-plasm as a whole there is an end of the matter. 
The organism does not develop. If it is not incom- 
patible we must suppose that the zygote begins its 
development as before, but that sooner or later the 
modification of the germ-plasm will manifest itself in 
the developing organism, in the first instunce as a 
mutation. In cases of hybridisation we may get a 
mixture in varying degrees of the distinguishing 
characters of the two parent forms, or we may get 
complete dominance of one form over the other in 
the hybrid generation, or we may even get some new 
form, the result depending on the mutual reactions 
of the different constituents of the germ-plasm. 

The organism into which any zygote develops must 
be a composite body deriving its blastogenic characters 
from different sources; but this cannot affect its 
fundamental structure, for the two parents must have 
been alike in all essential respects or they could not 
have interbred, and any important differences in the 
germ-plasm must be confined to the ‘‘ factors” for 
the differentiating characters. The fundamental 
structure still develops epigenetically on the basis of 
essentially similar germ-plasm and_ under 
essentially similar conditions as in the case of each 
of the two parents, and there is no reason to suppose 
that special ‘‘ factors’? have anything to do with it. 

We thus see how new unit characters may be added 
by mutation and interchanged by hybridisation while 
the fundamental constitution of the organism remains 
the same and the epigenetic course of development is 
not seriously affected. All characters that arise in 
this way must be regarded, from the point of view of 
the organism, as chance characters due to chance 
modifications of the germ-plasm, and they appear to 
have comparatively little influence upon the course of 
evolution. 

One of the most remarkable features of organic 
evolution is that it results in the adaptation of the 
organism to its environment, and for this adaptation 
mutation and hybridisation utterlv fail to account. 
Of course the argument of natural selection is called 
in to get over this difficulty. Those organisms which 
happen to exhibit favourable mutations will survive 
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and so on. It has frequently been pointed out that 
this is not sufficient. Mutations occur in all direc- 
tions, and the chances of a favourable one arising 
are extremely remote. Something more is wanted, 
and this something, it appears to me, is to be found 
in the direct response ot the organism to environ- 
mental stimuli at all stages of development, whereby 
individual adaptation is secured, and this individual 
adaptation must arise again and again in each suc- 
ceeding generation. Moreover, the adaptation must, 
as I pointed out before, tend to be progressive, for 
each successive generation builds upon a foundation 
of accumulated experience and has a better start than 
its predecessors. 

Of course natural selection plays its part, as it must 
in all cases, even in the organic world, and I believe 
that in many cases—as, tor example, in protective 
resemblance and mimicry—that part has been an 
extremely important one. But much more important 
than natural selection appears to me what Baldwin‘ 
has termed ‘‘ Functional Selection,” selection by the 
organism itself, out of a number of possible reactions, 
of just those that are required to meet any emergency. 
As Baldwin puts it, ‘It is the organism which secures 
from all its over-produced movements those which are 
adaptive and beneficial.’’ Natural selection is here 
replaced by intelligent selection, for 1 think we must 
agree with Jennings* that we cannot make a dis- 
tinction between the higher and the lower organisms 
in this respect, and that all purposive reactions, or 
adjustments, are essentially intelligent. 

Surely that much-abused philosopher, Lamarck, was 
not far from the truth when he said, ‘‘The produc- 
tion of a new organ in an animal body results from 
a new requirement which continues to make itself 
felt, and from a new movement which this require- 
ment begets and maintains.” Is not this merely 
another way of saying that the individual makes 
adaptive responses to environmental stimuli? Where 
so many people fall foul of Lamarck is with regard to 
his belief in the inheritance of acquired characters. 
But in speaking of acquired characters Lamarck did 
not refer to such modifications as mutilations; he was 
obviously talking of the gradual self-adjustment of the 
organism to its environment. 

We are told, of course, that such adjustments will 
only be preserved so long as the environmental stimuli 
by which they were originally called for continue to 
exercise their influence. Those who raise this objec- 
tion are apt to forget that this is exactly what happens 
in evolution, and that the sine qua non of development 
is the proper maintenance of the appropriate environ- 
ment, both internal and external. Natural selection 
sees to it that the proper conditions are maintained 
within very narrow limits. 

A great deal of the confusion that has arisen with 
regard to the question of the inheritance of acquired 
characters is undoubtedly due to the quite unjustif- 
able limitation of the idea of ‘inheritance ’? to which 
we have accustomed ourselves. The inheritance of 
the environment is, as I have already said, just as 
important as the inheritance of the material founda- 
tion of the body, and whether or not a newly acquired 
character will be inherited must depend, usually at 
any rate, upon whether or not the conditions under 
which it arose are inherited. It is the fashion now- 
adays to attach very little importance to somatogenic 
characters in discussing the problem of evolution. 
The whole fundamental structure of the body must, 
however, according to the epigenetic view, be due to 
the gradual accumulation of characters that arise as 
the result of the reactions of the organism to its 


7 “ Development and Fvolution” (New York, 1002), p. 87. 
8 “* Rehaviour of the Lower Organisms” (New York, 1906), pp. 334, 225 
9 “ Histoire naturelle des Animaux sans Vertébres,” tom. i., 1815, p. 1°5- 
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environment, and are therefore somatogenic, at any | clearly showed that even within the same geographical 
rate in the first instance, though there is reason | area an identical result may be produced by mutual 
to believe that some of them may find expression in | sterility, which is the cause, rather than the result, 
the germ-cells in the formation of organ-forming | of specific distinction. 


substances, and possibly in other ways. Blastogenic | Species, then, may clearly arise by divergent evolu- 
: characters which actually originate in the germ-cells | tion under changing conditions of the environment, 
y appear to be of quite secondary importance. and may become separated from one another by the 
1 We still have to consider the question, How is it | extinction of intermediate forms. The environmental 
s that organic evolution has led to the formation of | stimuli (including, of course, the body as part of its 
’ those more or less well-marked groups of organisms | own environment) may, however, act in two different 
oj which we call species? We have to note in the first | ways: (1) Upon the body itself, at any stage of its 
n place that there is no unanimity of opinion amongst | development, tending to cause adaptation by individual 
n biologists as to what a species is. Lamarck insisted | selection of the most appropriate response; and (2) 
that nature recognises no such things as species, and | upon the germ-plasm, causing mutations or sudden 
st a great many people at the present day are, I think, | changes, sports, in fact, which appear to have no 
re still of the same opinion. In practice, however, every | direct relation whatever to the well-being of the 
fe naturalist knows that there are natural groups to | organism in which they appear, but to be purely 
in which the vast majority of individuals can be assigned | accidental. Such mutations are, of course, inherited, 
it without any serious difficulty. Charles Darwin main- | and, inasmuch as the great majority of specific char- 
x tained that such groups arose, under the influence of | acters appear to have no adaptive significance, it 
1€ natural selection, through gradual divergent evolution | seems likely that mutation has had a great deal to 
S, and the extinction of intermediate forms. To-day we | do with the origin of species, though it may have 
y. are told by de Vries that species originate as muta- | had very little to do with progressive evolution. 
es tions which propagate themselves without alteration | Similarly with regard to hybridisation, we know 
re for a longer or shorter period, and by Lotsy that | that vast numbers of distinct forms, that breed true, 
re species originate by crossing of more or less distinct | may be produced in this way, but they are simply 
ist forms, though this latter theory leaves quite unsolved | due to recombinations of mutational characters in the 
Is- the problem of where the original forms that crossed | process of amphimixis, and have very little bearing 
ns with one another came from. upon the problem of evolution. If we like to call 
or 1 think a little reflection will convince us that the | the new groups of individuals that originate thus 
origin of species is a different problem from that of | ‘‘species,’’ well and good, but it only means that we 
as the cause of progressive evolution. We can scarcely | give that name, as a matter of convenience, to any 
uc- doubt, however, that Darwin was right in attributing | group of closely related individuals which are dis- 
om prime importance to divergent evolution and the dis- | tinguished by recognisable characters from the indi- 
elf appearance of connecting links. It is obvious that | viduals of all other groups, and which hand on those 
ire- this process must give rise to more or less sharply | characters to their descendants so long as the con- 
ely separated groups of individuals to which the term | ditions remain the same. This, perhaps, is what we 
kes species may be applied, and that the differences be- | should do, and just as we have learnt to regard indi- 
ere tween these species must be attributed ultimately to | viduals as the temporary offspring of a continuous 
| to differences in the response of the organism to differing | stream of germ-plasm, so we must regard species as 
ers. conditions of the environment. It may be urged that | the somewhat more permanent but nevertheless tem- 
did inasmuch as different species are often found living | porary offshoots of a continuous line of progressive 
was side by side under identical conditions the differences | evolution. Individuals are to species what the germ- 
the between them cannot have arisen in this way, but | plasm is to individuals. One species does not arise 
we may be quite certain that if we knew enough of | from another species, but from certain individuals in 
will their past history we should find that their ancestors | that species, and when all the individuals become so 
nuli had not always lived under identical conditions. specialised as to lose their power of adaptation, then 
e to The case of flightless birds on oceanic islands is | changes in the environment may result in the extinc- 
jec- particularly instructive in this connection. The only | tion of that line of descent. 
ens satisfactory way of explaining the existence of such | _ It is scarcely necessary to point out that no explana- 
nent birds is by supposing that their ancestors had well- | tion that we are able to give regarding the causes 
ron- developed wings, by the aid of which they made their | of either phylogenetic or ontogenetic evolution can ‘be 
tion way to the islands from some continental area. The | complete and exhaustive. Science can never hope to 
ined conditions of the new environment led to the gradual | get to the bottom of things in any department of 
disuse and consequent degeneration of the wings | knowledge; there is always something remaining be- 
with util they either became useless for flight or, in the | yond our reach. If we are asked why an organism 
aired tase of the moas, completely disappeared. It would | chooses the most appropriate response to any par- 
stifi- fjte absurd to maintain that any of the existing flight- | ticular stimulus, we may suggest that this is the 
thich Miss birds are specifically identical with the ancestral | response that relieves it from further stimulation, but 
e of g forms from which they are descended, and it | we cannot say how it learns to choose that response 
st as would, it appears to me, be equally absurd to suppose | at once in preference to all others. If we are asked 
inda- that the flightless species arose by mutation or by | to account for some particular mutation, we may say 
uired Jjtossing, the same result being produced over and | that it is due to some modification in the constitu- 
lv at Wer again on different islands and in different groups | tion or distribution of the chromosomes in the germ- 
ander (Mf birds. This is clearly a case where the environ- | cells, but even if we knew exactly what that modifica- 
now- f@ment has determined the direction of evolution. | tion was, and could express it in chemical terms, we 
genic In such cases there is not the slightest ground for | could not really gay why it produces its particular 
ution. ielieving that crossing has had anything whatever to | result and no other, any more than the chemist can 
must, #0 with the origin of the different groups to which the | say why the combination of two gases that he calls 
jue to Bm species is applied; indeed, the study of island | oxygen and hydrogen gives rise to a liquid that he 
ise as Hiunas in general indicates very clearly that the pre- | calls water. 
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tion, with a slow progressive evolution due to the 
operation of the law of accumulation of surplus 
energy. If any of the conditions of development 
are changed the result, as manifested in the organisa- 
tion of the adult, must undergo a _ corresponding 
modification. Suppose that the chromatin substance 
of the zygote is partially modified in molecular con- 
stitution, perhaps by the direct action of the environ- 
ment, as appears to happen in the case of Tower’s 
experiments on mutation in. the potato beetle, or by 
the introduction of a different sample of chromatin 
from another individual by hybridisation. What is 
the germ-plasm now going to do? When and how 
may the changes that have taken place in its con- 
stitution be expected to manifest themselves in the 
developing organism ? 

Let us consider what would be likely to happen in 
the first stages of ontogeny. If the germ-plasm had 
remained unaltered the zygote would have divided 
into blastomeres under the stimuli of the same con- 
ditions, both internal and external, as those under 
which the corresponding divisions took place in pre- 
ceding generations. Is the presence of a number of 
new colloidal multimolecules in the germ-plasm going 
to prevent this? The answer to this question probably 
depends partly upon the proportion that the new multi- 
molecules bear to the whoie mass, and partly upon the 
nature of the modification that has taken place. If 
the existence of the new multimolecules is incom- 
patible with the proper functional activity of the 
germ-plasm as a whole there is an end of the matter. 
The organism does not develop. If it is not incom- 
patible we must suppose that the zygote begins its 
development as before, but that sooner or later the 
modification of the germ-plasm will manifest itself in 
the developing organism, in the first instunce as a 
mutation. In cases of hybridisation we may get a 
mixture in varying degrees of the distinguishing 
characters of the two parent forms, or we may get 
complete dominance of one form over the other in 
the hybrid generation, or we may even get some new 
form, the result depending on the mutual reactions 
of the different constituents of the germ-plasm. 

The organism into which any zygote develops must 
be a composite body deriving its blastogenic characters 
from different sources; but this cannot affect its 
fundamental structure, for the two parents must have 
been alike in all essential respects or they could not 
have interbred, and any important differences in the 
germ-plasm must be confined to the ‘‘ factors” for 
the differentiating characters. The fundamental 
structure still develops epigenetically on the basis of 
an essentially similar germ-plasm and_ under 
essentially similar conditions as in the case of each 
of the two parents, and there is no reason to suppose 
that special ‘‘ factors’? have anything to do with it. 

We thus see how new unit characters may be added 
by mutation and interchanged by hybridisation while 
the fundamental constitution of the organism remains 
the same and the epigenetic course of development is 
not seriously affected. All characters that arise in 
this way must be regarded, from the point of view of 
the organism, as chance characters due to chance 
modifications of the germ-plasm, and they appear to 
have comparatively little influence upon the course of 
evolution. 

One of the most remarkable features of organic 
evolution is that it results in the adaptation of the 
organism to its environment, and for this adaptation 
mutation and hybridisation utterly fail to account. 
Of course the argument of natural selection is called 
in to get over this difficulty. Those organisms which 
happen to exhibit favourable mutations will survive 
and hand on their advantages to the next generation, 


NO. 2340, VOL. 94] 


and so on. It has frequently been pointed out that 
this is not sufficient. Mutations occur in all direc- 
tions, and the chances of a favourable one arising 
are extremely remote. Something more is wanted, 
and this something, it appears to me, is to be found 
in the direct response of the organism to environ- 
mental stimuli at all stages of development, whereby 
individual adaptation is secured, and this individual 
adaptation must arise again and again in each suc- 
ceeding generation. Moreover, the adaptation must, 
as I pointed out before, tend to be progressive, for 
each successive generation builds upon a foundation 
of accumulated experience and has a better start than 
its predecessors. 

Of course natural selection plays its part, as it must 
in all cases, even in the organic world, and I believe 
that in many cases—as, tor example, in protective 
resemblance and mimicry—that part has been an 
extremely important one. But much more important 
than natural selection appears to me what Baldwin’ 
has termed ‘‘ Functional Selection,’’ selection by the 
organism itself, out of a number of possible reactions, 
of just those that are required to meet any emergency. 
As Baldwin puts it, ‘‘ It is the organism which secures 
from all its over-produced movements those which are 
adaptive and beneficial.” Natural selection is here 
replaced by intelligent selection, for I think we must 
agree with Jennings*® that we cannot make a dis- 
tinction between the higher and the lower organisms 
in this respect, and that all purposive reactions, or 
adjustments, are essentially intelligent. 

Surely that much-abused philosopher, Lamarck, was 
not far from the truth when he said, ‘‘ The produc- 
tion of a new organ in an animal body results from 
a new requirement which continues to make itself 
felt, and from a new movement which this require- 
ment begets and maintains.”*® Is not this merely 
another way of saying that the individual makes 
adaptive responses to environmental stimuli? Where 
so many people fall foul of Lamarck is with regard to 
his belief in the inheritance of acquired characters. 
But in speaking of acquired characters Lamarck did 
not refer to such modifications as mutilations; he was 
obviously talking of the gradual self-adjustment of the 
organism to its environment. 

We are told, of course, that such adjustments will 
only be preserved so long as the environmental stimuli 
by which they were originally called for continue to 
exercise their influence. Those who raise this objec- 
tion are apt to forget that this is exactly what happens 
in evolution, and that the sine qua non of development 
is the proper maintenance of the appropriate environ- 
ment, both internal and external. Natural selection 
sees to it that the proper conditions are maintained 
within very narrow limits. 

A great deal of the confusion that has arisen with 
regard to the question of the inheritance of acquired 
characters is undoubtedly due to the quite unjustifi- 
able limitation of the idea of ‘‘inheritance ’’ to which 
we have accustomed ourselves. The inheritance of 
the environment is, as I have already said, just as 
important as the inheritance of the material founda- 
tion of the body, and whether or not a newly acquired 
character will be inherited must depend, usually at 
any rate, upon whether or not the conditions under 
which it arose are inherited. It is the fashion now- 
adays to attach very little importance to somatogenic 
characters in discussing the problem of evolution. 
The whole fundamental structure of the body must, 
however, according to the epigenetic view, be due to 
the gradual accumulation of characters that arise “s 
the result of the reactions of the organism to its 


7 “ Development and Fvolution” (New York, 1002), p. 87. 
8 “ Rehaviour of the Lower Organisms” (New York, 1906), pp. 334, 325 
9 “ Histoire naturelle des Animaux sans Vertébres,” tom. i., 1815, p. 155: 
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environment, and are therefore somatogenic, at any 
rate in the first instance, though there is reason 
to believe that some of them may find expression in 
the germ-cells in the formation of organ-forming 
substances, and possibly in other ways. Blastogenic 
characters which actually originate in the germ-cells 
appear to be of quite secondary importance. 

We still have to consider the question, How is it 
that organic evolution has led to the formation of 
those more or less well-marked groups of organisms 
which we call species? We have to note in the first 
place that there is no unanimity of opinion amongst 
biologists as to what a species is. Lamarck insisted 
that nature recognises no such things as species, and 
a great many people at the present day are, I think, 
still of the same opinion. In practice, however, every 
naturalist knows that there are natural groups to 
which the vast majority of individuals can be assigned 
without any serious difficulty. Charles Darwin main- 
tained that such groups arose, under the influence of 
natural selection, through gradual divergent evolution 
and the extinction of intermediate forms. To-day we 
are told by de Vries that species originate as muta- 
tions which propagate themselves without alteration 
for a longer or shorter period, and by Lotsy that 
species originate by crossing of more or less distinct 
forms, though this latter theory leaves quite unsolved 
the problem of where the original forms that crossed 
with one another came from. 

I think a little reflection will convince us that the 
origin of species is a different problem from that of 
the cause of progressive evolution. We can scarcely 
doubt, however, that Darwin was right in attributing 
prime importance to divergent evolution and the dis- 
appearance of connecting links. It is obvious that 
this process must give rise to more or less sharply 
separated groups of individuals to which the term 
species may be applied, and that the differences be- 
tween these species must be attributed ultimately to 
differences in the response of the organism to differing 
conditions of the environment. It may be urged that 
inasmuch as different species are often found living 
side by side under identical conditions the differences 
between them cannot have arisen in this way, but 
we may be quite certain that if we knew enough of 
their past history we should find that their ancestors 
had not always lived under identical conditions. 

The case of flightless birds on oceanic islands is 
particularly instructive in this connection. The only 
satisfactory way of explaining the existence of such 
birds is by supposing that their ancestors had well- 
developed wings, by the aid of which they made their 
way to the islands from some continental area. The 
conditions of the new environment led to the gradual 
disuse and consequent degeneration of the wings 
until they either became useless for flight or, in the 
case of the moas, completely disappeared. It would 
be absurd to maintain that any of the existing flight- 
less birds are specifically identical with the ancestral 
flying forms from which they are descended, and it 
would, it appears to me, be equally absurd to suppose 
that the flightless species arose by mutation or by 
crossing, the same result being produced over and 
over again on different islands and in different groups 
of birds. This is clearly a case where the environ- 
ment has determined the direction of evolution. 

In such cases there is not the slightest ground for 
believing that crossing has had anything whatever to 
do with the origin of the different groups to which the 
term species is applied; indeed, the study of island 
faunas in general indicates very clearly that the pre- 
vention of crossing, by isolation, has been one of the 
chief factors in the divergence of lines of descent and 
the consequent multiplication of species, and Romanes 
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clearly showed that even within the same geographical 


| area an identical result may be produced by mutual 
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sterility, which is the cause, rather than the result, 
of specific distinction. 

Species, then, may clearly arise by divergent evolu- 
tion under changing conditions of the environment, 
and may become separated from one another by the 
extinction of intermediate forms. The environmental 
stimuli (including, of course, the body as part of its 
own environment) may, however, act in two different 
ways: (1) Upon the body itself, at any stage of its 
development, tending to cause adaptation by individual 
selection of the most appropriate response; and (2) 
upon the germ-plasm, causing mutations or sudden 
changes, sports, in fact, which appear to have no 
direct relation whatever to the well-being of the 
organism in which they appear, but to be purely 
accidental. Such mutations are, of course, inherited, 
and, inasmuch as the great majority of specific char- 
acters appear to have no adaptive significance, it 
seems likely that mutation has had a great deal to 
do with the origin of species, though it may have 
had very little to do with progressive evolution. 

Similarly with regard to hybridisation, we know 
that vast numbers of distinct forms, that breed true, 
may be produced in this way, but they are simply 
due to recombinations of mutational characters in the 
process of amphimixis, and have very little bearing 
upon the problem of evolution. If we like to call 
the new groups of individuals that originate thus 
“*species,’’ well and good, but it only means that we 
give that name, as a matter of convenience, to any 
group of closely related individuals which are dis- 
tinguished by recognisable characters from the indi- 
viduals of all other groups, and which hand on those 
characters to their descendants so long as the con- 
ditions remain the same. This, perhaps, is what we 
should do, and just as we have learnt to regard indi- 
viduals as the temporary offspring of a continuous 
stream of germ-plasm, so we must regard species as 
the somewhat more permanent but nevertheless tem- 
porary offshoots of a continuous line of progressive 
evolution. Individuals are to species what the germ- 
plasm is to individuals. One species does not arise 
from another species, but from certain individuals in 
that species, and when all the individuals become so 
specialised as to lose their power of adaptation, then 
changes in the environment may result in the extinc- 
tion of that line of descent. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out that no explana- 
tion that we are able to give regarding the causes 
of either phylogenetic or ontogenetic evolution can ‘be 
complete and exhaustive. Science can never hope to 
get to the bottom of things in any department of 


| knowledge; there is always something remaining be- 


vond our reach. If we are asked why an organism 
chooses the most appropriate response to any par- 
ticular stimulus, we may suggest that this is the 
response that relieves it from further stimulation, but 
we cannot say how it learns to choose that response 
at once in preference to all others. If we are asked 
to account for some particular mutation, we may say 
that it is due to some modification in the constitu- 
tion or distribution of the chromosomes in the germ- 
cells, but even if we knew exactly what that modifica- 
tion was, and could express it in chemical terms, we 
could not really say why it produces its particular 
result and no other, any more than the chemist can 


| sav why the combination of two gases that he calls 


oxygen and hydrogen gives rise to a liquid that he 
calls water. 

There is one group of ontogenetic phenomena in 
particular that seems to defy all attempts at mechan- 
istic interpretation. I refer to the phenomena of 
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restitution, the power which an ofganism possesses 
of restoring the normal condition of the body after 
it has been violently disturbed by some external agent. 
The fact that a newt is able to regenerate its limbs 
over and over again after they have been removed, 
or that an echinoderm blastula may be cut in half 
and each half give rise to a perfect larva, is one of 
the most surprising things in the domain of biological 
science. We cannot, at present, at any rate, give any 
satisfactory mechanistic explanation of these facts, 
and to attribute them to the action of some hypo- 
thetical entelechy, after the manner of Prof. Hans 
Driesch, is simply an admission of our inability to 
do so. We can only say that in the course of its 
evolution each organism acquires an individuality or 
wholeness of its own, and that one of the fundamental 
properties of living organisms is to maintain that 
individuality. They are able to do this in a variety 
of ways, and can sometimes even replace a lost organ 
out of material quite different from that from which 
the organ in question is normally developed, as in the 
case of the regeneration of the lens of the eve from 
the iris in the newt. That there must be some 
mechanism involved in such cases is, of course, self- 
evident, and we know that that mechanism may 
sometimes go wrong and produce monstrous and un- 
workable results; but it is, I think, equally evident 
that the organism must possess some power of 
directing the course of events, so as generally to 
secure the appropriate result; and it is just this power 
of directing chemical and physical processes, and thus 
employing them in its own interests, that distinguishes 
a living organism from an inanimate object. 

In conclusion I ought, perhaps, to apologise for the 
somewhat dogmatic tone of my remarks. I must ask 
you to believe, however, that this does not arise from 
any desire on my part to dogmatise, but merely from 
the necessity of compressing what I wished to say 
into a totally inadequate space. Many years of 
patient work are still needed before we can hope to 
solve, even approximately, the problem of organic 
evolution, but it seemed to me permissible, on the 
present occasion, to indulge in a general survey of 
the situation, and see how far it might be possible 
to reconcile conflicting views and bring together a 
number of ideas derived from many sources in one 
consistent theory. 


UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 


Lonpon.—A course of twelve lectures on the theory 
and practice of radio-telegraphy will be delivered by 
Prof. J. A. Fleming at University College, on Wed- 
nesdays at 5 p.m., beginning October 28. The course 
will be in two parts, six lectures before Christmas and 
six between Christmas and Easter. It is open to both 
members and non-members of the University. It is 
intended for telegraphic engineers and_ electrical 
students who have already some elementary knowledge 
of the subject, and it will presume an elementary 
acquaintance with the differential calculus, and with 
the properties of vector quantities. The object of the 
course is to impart a more advanced knowledge of the 
theory and practice of wireless telegraphy in_ its 
modern form. University College is provided with an 
antenna and P.M.G. licence for its use. 


Tue High Commissioner for New Zealand 
announces that Dr. W. P. Gowland, of the University 
of Liverpool, has been appointed to the chair of 
anatomy at the University of Otago, Dunedin, New 


WE learn from the Times that the Senate of tly 
National University of Ireland has passed the follow- 
ing resolution with reference to the destruction of tly 
town of Louvain :—‘* The Senate of the National Uni- 
versity of Ireland desires to offer to the illustrious 
University of Louvain its deep sympathy on the 
calamity which has befallen it—a calamity  with- 
out parallel in history since the destruction 
of the Library of Alexandria. If this example 
prevail in warfare, then we may expect to find tli 
records and achievements of civilisation extinguished 
by ignorance in arms. Therefore we appeal to thi 
universities of all nations to unite in a protest agains: 
an act so disastrous to the progress of mankind.” 


Tue Board of Agriculture and Fisheries has award«( 
research scholarships in agricultural and veterinary 
science of the annual value of 150l., tenable for thre 
years, to the following candidates, viz. :—A gricultural 
Science, J. Ll. Evans (Wales), S. M. Wadham (Can- 
tab.), J. W. Munro (Edinburgh). Veterinary Science, 
R. Daubney, A. H. Adams. The Board has also 
awarded Mr. E. W. Jeffreys (Wales) an agricultural 
scholarship tenable for two years to fill a vacancy 
caused by the resignation of a scholar selected las 
year. The scholarships have been established in con- 
nection with the scheme for the promotion of scientifi 
research in agriculture, for the purposes of which th 
Treasury have sanctioned grants to the Board from 
the Development Fund, and they are designed to pro- 
vide for the training of promising students under suit- 
able supervision with a view to enable them tec con- 
tribute to the development of agricultural and 
veterinary science. 

THE annual report of the Education Branch of the 
Board of Agriculture on the disposal of grants for 
agricultural education and research for the year 
1913-14 shows that the Board is making satisfactor 
progress with its comprehensive scheme of organising 
agricultural work in the country. It has arranged 
for most of the universities to undertake special work 
in connection with the various counties which they 
serve, and, in addition, it supports a number of re- 
search institutes put up for the express purpose of 
investigating particular subjects. The whole scheme 
has been carefully planned to avoid overlapping ; the 
report furnishes most interesting reading, and is a 
sufficient reply to the assertion sometimes made that 
British Government Departments can do nothing fo 
scientific research. It is not claimed that the schem 
is yet perfect; indeed, it is not yet in full working 
order, but it seems clear from the details furnished 
that things are going satisfactorily, and that the fully 
developed scheme will serve the purpose for which it 
was intended. Provision is made for higher agricul- 
tural education, the provision of technical advice for 
farmers, the investigation of local problems, and for 
carrying out agricultural research at institutions th: 
function of which it is to develop subjects rather than 
to study set problems. The total amount of mone\ 
granted during the year was 67,939l., against 32,434). 
last year. 

Tue calendar for 1914-15 of the Edinburgh and 
East of Scotland College of Agriculture has now been 
issued, and copies may be obtained from the secretar\ 
to the college, 13 George Square, Edinburgh. = Th: 
college was founded in 1901 with the object of provi 
ing for agricultural education and research in_ th 
central and south-eastern counties of Scotland. Th 
classes of the college are arranged in conjunction wit! 
certain classes in the science faculty of Edinburg 
University, so as to provide a full course of teaching 
theoretical and practical, in agriculture and the allied 
sciences. This cooperation with the University has 
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the further advantage that the courses for the diplom 
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of the college and for the degree of B.Sc. of the 
University are concurrent. The calendar gives to in- 
tending students full guidance as to the curricula for 
the B.Sc. degree in agriculture and in forestry, the 
college diploma in agriculture, and the college certifi- 
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— cate in horticulture. Particulars are also given of 
a shorter courses which may be taken by those who are 
tion unable to spare time for sufficient attendance to gain 
are the qualifications mentioned. Notes are included as 
i to the locality and objects of the numerous experiments 
hod and demonstrations which are carried on in the 
“s grounds of the college. These are of special interest 
re to the practical farmer, who is invited to consult the 
college staff in regard to his individual problems. 
4 ADMIRAL SIR CyYPRIAN BRIDGE, -in a letter to the 
rded Times of August 29, comments on the notices pub- 
ire lished by the Vice-Chancellors of various universities 
alee announcing that due attention will be paid to the 
aha icademic interests of students who have gone or are 
ore going to share in the defence of the country. The 
a surprising thing, he says, is that university authorities 
= we should not have found themselves obliged to announce 
8G" that as all their undergraduates above nineteen years 
‘e: of age and physically fit had joined the fighting forces 
sa of the Crown, their universities would be virtually 
— empty until the need for fighting men was satisfied. 
e Dr. A. E. Shipley, master of Christ’s College, Cam- 
* 7 bridge, in a succeeding issue of our contemporary, 
— points out that at Cambridge a considerable number 
ee will be left behind who are precluded by their age, 
wicess physique, or physical condition from joining the forces. 
gee [here are also foreigners in residence—sons of our 
” allies—and it is hoped there will be more of these 
- who, unfitted to fight, wish to continue their educa- 
f the tion. Dr. Shipley goes on to warn the public that all 
5 for the young men who are not as yet in the Army or 
year Navy are not shirkers. Some are not eligible for one 
cLOr) reason or another, but are as anxious to serve their 
1SINg country as any man at the front. It is possible for 
nged zal to outstrip justice and_ charity. Other 
work correspondents point out that in the newer 
they universities, half, or more than half, of the 
of re. students are under the age of nineteen, and many are 
se ol women. It is believed that in Oxford the number of 
heme undergraduates in residence next term will be reduced 
;, the by about one-half, and that every university will pro- 
Is a vide large contingents of the Officers Training Corps 
for the service of the country. . 
or 
a SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES. 
eullt Paris. 
ich it Academy of Sciences, August 17.—M. P. Appell in the 
Lacroix: The non-volcanic basic rocks of 
for /adagascar. rhe mineralogical and chemical com- 
d for [gm Position of the basic rocks are dealt with in the present 
s the | O™Munication. Complete chemical analyses of twenty- 
than (ato Tocks are given.—Otto Scheuer; The action of the 
ese radium emanation upon detonating gas. The combina- 
434: tion of hydrogen and oxygen is rapidly brought about 
: by the radium emanation; in one experiment the mix- 
. and Ate exploded. Both water and hydrogen peroxide are 
oan produced during the reaction, and it is probable that 
retar\ he latter is the primary product.—A, Werner; The 
Th optical activity of chemical compounds not containing 
ae carbon. An account of the preparation of the cobalt- 
ae amine salt, [Co(OH),.Co(NH,),],;Br.+2H,O, not con- 
The tins carbon and possessing a specific rotatory 
= power, The aqueous solution becomes inactive after 
rer re hours.—Paul Pascal: The réle of valency in the 
ching of diamagnetism.—N, A, Barbieri: The 
‘lied analysis of wheat.—Gabriel Bertrand and 
Compton; A modification of amygdalinase and 
tom ‘mygdalase due to age. Under the influence of time 
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amygdalinase and amygdalase extracted from almonds 
lose their diastatic activity very slowly. The concen- 
tration of hydrogen ions most favourable to diastatic 
action increases with age. 

CaPpE Town. 

Royal Society of South Africa, July 15.—Dr. L. 
Péringuey, president, in the chair.—L. Péringuey : Note 
on Palzolithic implements of large size found in the 
precincts of Cave Town city. The palzoliths are 
mostly of very large size and made of slate indurated 
by contact with the granite. They were discovered 
on the lower part of the talus of Signal Hill, within 
stone-throw of the houses built in this locality. It 
may be contended that natural agencies could have 
produced this amygdaloid form were it not for a few 
examples of *“‘bouchers”’ found contiguously, and in 
which the artefact is patent. The locality is about 

| 350 feet from the raised beach ledge which is now 
; Green Point Common. These raised beaches will 
probably prove the means of obtaining ultimately a 
key to the age of many of the present geological 
features.—L,. Péringuey ; Note on grooved stone slabs, 


used by the Strand-Looper-San aboriginals. Search 
|in undisturbed kitchen-midden deposits found so 


numerously within a sixty-mile radius of the littoral 
of the Union, seldom fails to reveal the presence of 
flat stones having a shallow artificial depression in the 
centre. Nor are these stones always restricted to this 
area. The depression is often found on each side. 
Speculations as to their having been used for sharpen- 
ing blades of assegais or similar weapons are of 
course untenable. More likely was the theory of the 
stone having been utilised as a cooking-stone, the 
depression to receive the gravy.—K H. Barnard: 
Exhibition of maine invertebrates. The discovery of 
the Siliceous sponge, Regadrella phoenix, from the deep 
water off East London, fills a gap in the hitherto 
known distribution of the species. Aega monoph- 
thalma and Epimeria cornigera were recorded for the 
first time in the southern hemisphere, a fact which 
bears on the theory of bipolarity.—E. J. Goddard ; 
On the anatomy of Ozobranchus branchiatus and its 
position in the class Hirudinea. The paper deals with 
the somitic constitution and anatomy of Ozobranchus 
branchiatus, which must be one of the earliest forms 
of marine life taken in the Pacific Ocean. The species 
is, in addition to its historic interest, of significance in 
regard to its constitution, since it supports the sugges- 
tion previously made by the author, namely, that the 
Hirudinea and Arthropoda have been evolved from a 
common ancestor.—Pau! A. van der Bijl: Pre- 
liminary investigation of the deterioration of maize 
infected with Diplodia zeae (Schw.) Lev. Maize in- 
fected with Diplodia zeae has a higher acidity than 
healthy maize. Infected maize gives Ori’s reaction 
distinctly; it has a higher percentage of ash and of 
nitrogen. 


CaLcuTTA. 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, August 5.—H. H. Hayden: 
Note on the application of the principle of isostatic 
compensation to the conditions prevailing beneath the 
Indo-Gangetic alluvium. This note has been written 
in reply to certain criticisms made by Col. G. P. 
Lenox Conyngham in ‘Records of the Survey of 
India,” vol. v., on a paper published by the author in 
the ‘‘Records of the Geological Survey of India,” 
vol, xliii., part in which he discusses the evidence 
for a rift 20 miles deep extending all along the foot 
of or even under the Himalayas. The existence of 
such a rift was postulated by Col. Burrard to explain 
the anomalies observed in the deflection of the plumb 
line at certain stations in the Himalayas and in the 
plains south of them. The author reiterates his desire 
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to reconcile the geodetic facts with the generally 
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accepted theories as to the character of the alluvial 
depression south of the Himalayas—i.e., a wedge- 
shaped mass with its thick end against the foot of 
the Himalayas shallowing to zero against the older 
rocks of the Peninsula—without discarding Dutton's 
theory of isostasy. He therefore endeavoured to show 
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that by assuming other depths for complete isostatic | 
compensation for India than 113-7 km.—that which | 


Hayford had found to hold generally in the United 
States, the geodetic anomalies could be more easily 
explained, provided one was prepared to admit the 
possibility of the depth of isostatic compensation not 
being constant throughout the world. Reference is 
made to a recent paper by Mr. R. D. Oldham claim- 
ing to have proved by calculation that such a wedge- 
shaped trough filled with alluvium would be capable 
of producing just the observed anomalies, so that 
Col. Burrard’s rift hypothesis becomes 
Barun Chandra Dutt and Surya Narayan Sen: Action 
of nitric oxide on metallic peroxides suspended in 
water. Part i. The authors have studied the action 
of nitric oxide on lead peroxide and barium peroxide 
suspended in water. They conclude from their ex- 
periments that in the case of lead peroxide both lead 
nitrite and lead nitrate are formed, whilst in the 
case of barium peroxide the only product of the 
reaction is barium nitrite. Experimental evidence is 
adduced to show that during the formation of the 
nitrite and nitrate of lead part of the lead peroxide is 
reduced to monoxide, and that lead nitrate is formed 
by the oxidizing action of lead peroxide on lead 
nitrate.—J. Sykes Gamble: Materials for a flora of 
the Malayan Peninsula No. 25. This part contains 
the families Nos. 96 (bis) Cytinacez and 109 Balano- 
phoraceze, both by Mr. H. N. Ridley; also Nos. 112 
Juglandacee, 113 Myricacee, 114 Casuarinacez, 115 
Fagaceze, and 116 Salicacee, all by Mr. Gamble. 
In these seven families there are eleven genera and 
sixty-five species, of which one species in Balano- 
phoracez, and eight in Fagacee are new. The new 
species have been described, with the usual Latin 
diagnoses, in the Kew Bulletin—H. H. Mann and 
N. V. Kanitkar : Notes on the fat of Garcinia indica, 
the so-called Kokam butter. The present note sup- 
plements the information contained in D. Hooper’s 
paper on the fats of Garcinia species (Journal, Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, vol. iii., page 257, published in 
1907), but confines itself to Kokam butter, which is 
the fat of Garcinia indica. As already noted by Heise 
and Hooper, the fat is mainly oleo-distearin. The 
volatile fatty acids are a mixture of acetic and pro- 
pisnic acids in practically equal proportions; butyric 
acid is absent. 5 
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